V;^ Itraell navy 
•;- ? sinks dinghy 

TYRE (AP) — An Israeli gun- 
■ V boot opened fire at a rubber boat 

- carrying three Palestinians off the 
Son* Lebanon coast overnight, 

• ■; amlnng it, security sources said 

Fdday. One source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said the 

- : - Israeli gunboat intercepted the 

dinghy at 10 p.m. (2000 GMT) 
^ Thmsday off the coast opposite 
iV:^ the Palestinian refugee camp of 
~‘‘P Rashidiyeh south erf Tyre. He 

3r Cfi said Israeli sailors “shotted 
orders to the three guerrillas 
: - aboard the dinghy to surrender. 
■' *\a Then opened fire from machine 
{ guns. The guerrillas did not re- 
--a turn fire and the dinghy was sunk. 
■•‘■T# The fate of the guerrillas couldn’t 
be determined.” In Israel, an 
. army spokesman said a navy pat- 
rol boat “spotted a suspicious 
v ; object in the water. It opened fire 
and searched die area afterward s 
but nothing was found. As a 
remit of die boat's actions, gun- 
: < / fire was opened on die boat from 

• ■_ die coast.” 

Spain holds Iranians 

- on drug charges 

MADRID (R) — Four Ir anians 
were arrived late Thursday in 

- connection with a nine-kg heroin 
4 haal. poSce said. One of the men 

was detained after arriving from 
Paris, by train. Police found 18 
.. . bags each containing 0.5 kg of 
. heroin indden in his luggage. 

Police said three Iranians with 
wbom.be was to make contact in 
z; Madrid jwere arrested later. 

. " Cyprus tightens 

* alrportsecurity 

NICOSIA (R) ■ — Cyprus said 
Friday it had tightened airport 
security because it feared attacks 
by extremists on Sonet Aeroflot 
: Z’w planes carrying Jewish emigres 
bound for Israel. “Security forces 

# have taken strict measures at 
. Larnaca airport following in- 

* . formation that an attack could be 
staged against Aeroflot planes 
‘ 7 tali® Soviet Jews to Israel...,” a 
government statement said. It 
gave no further details and added 
there was no truth in a report by 
the Soviet news agency TASS 
Friday, which said there had been 
an attempted attack on an Aerof- 
V kit plane at Larnaca. TASS later 
said Cypriot police escorted Jew- 
■ ish passengers from Larnaca to 
Limassol port where they 
J bonded a ship which was said to 
’’ ' be wnHng for the Jewish state 
raider the protection of an Israeli 


: S. Yemenis protest 
over defeat of 
. Aden governor 

' ^ADEN (R) — Six thousand 
- South Yemenis took to the streets 
. Friday to protest against the de- 
feat of the popolar governor of 
ri * fee capital, Aden, in a delayed 
s „ election. They accused the ruling 
rv ‘ . Socialist Party of postponing the 
■ lote for more than five months in 
r: wfcr to nut its own candidate in 

T fhman ICamar ani W3S 

« Wednesday to replace 
Naji Othman Ahmad, 
mrces said that Ahmad 
widely expected to re- 
st if lie vote had been 
chedule in November, 
al Aden News Agency 
people took part in the 
bey dispersed peacefol- 
ce orders. The demon- 
/itoegoa was the largest since 
■ South Yemen adopted political 
■ ^ PtaraEsm last year in preparation 
% a merger with North Yemen. 

:^8rifish prison 
drags on 

' ■ : ilANCHESTER (AP) — Two 
prisoners surrendered to 
P°fire at Strangeways prison Fri- 
fey, leaving fewer than 13 rebel 
.s&nates still boidmg out in a 
. &day siege that has, killed at 
one person, the Home 
"Office said. Several inmates re* 
^ v -. 'pained on tbe prison roof, wtrist- 
ing and shouting to scores of 
*-i*ctatois in the streets below in 
- ' . r he standoff that followed a riot 


; ' /Towded Victorian prison April 1. 
’' Vome surrendering ear- 

"-' s Jts dahned they bad seen dead 
;> :> 0 dks inside, but others insisted 
-Vwe had been no deaths. The 
pe raon confirmed dead as a 
of injuries suffered in the 
Ming was a prisoner of sexually 
sauking three children. 


Holy City should be united with Arab sovereignty in east 


King: No compromise on 
Arab rights in Jerusalem 


Dole to push for reversal 
of resolution on Jerusalem 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein said in an interview 
broadcast Friday th at Jerusalem 
should be kept united and given 
special status, but with Arab 
sovereignty over the Arab sector 
of the dty. 

In the interview with the 
American Cable News Agency 
(CNN) and carried by Jordan 
Television, the King criticised a 
recent non-binding resolution by 
the U.S. Senate that recognised 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capi tal 

Jerusalem is “too important an 
issue to be dealt with as a political 
pawn,” the King said. “It Is too 
great a city to be only the ca pital 


of Israel.” 

Tbe King indicated he 
favoured giving die city “special 
status” in any Arab-Israeli peace 
settlements. 

“In the context of peace, one 
does not envisage that Jerusalem 
would be divided, yet at the same 
time Arab sovereignty over the 
Arab part of the city has to be 
assured,” the King said. 

He said in such a way, “the 
rights of Christians and Muslims 
and Jews can be safeguarded.” 

The King repeated earlier 
warnings that without action to- 
wards a peace settlement “we are 
coming to a very dangerous cros- 


sroads very very soon,” which 
could lead to an upsurge of ex- 
tremism both in Israel and the 
Arab World. 

Candle-lit protest 

Meanwhile, some 500 people 
staged a candlelight protest ccross 
the street from the U.S. embassy 
in Amman Friday night 
The protest action was orga- 
nised by tbe Amman chapter of 
the American-Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee 
(ADC) and with the participation 
of Islamic as well as Christian 
clergymen and o rg anis a ti ons. It 


Jews stay entrenched in church property 


Jerusalem marks Easter under 
a cloud of Israeli violence 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Pilgrims from 
around the world marked Good 
Friday in Jerusalem under a dond 
of Israeli violence against Christ- 
ian clergymen. 

Israeli forces maintained a 
heavy presence in Arab Jeru- 
salem, where hundreds of pil- 
grims carried heavy, wooden cros- 
ses through the streets of the Old 
Qty to commemorate the passion 
and death of Jesus Christ. 

The takeover by 150 Jews of a 
huge 72-room complex dose to 
the Church of die Holy Sepul- 
chre, guarded by dozens of police 
and paramilitary border guards, 
overshadowed a day holy to both 
Christians and Muslims, stoking 
Israeh-Palestmian tensions. 

Pilgrims from around the 
world, some redding the bible as 
their guide, walked in the foot- 
steps of Jesus to the traditional 
ate of his crucifixion in the heart 
of the walled Old City's Christian 
quarter. 

There was no repeat of Thurs- 
day’s violence in which Israeli 
forces fired tear-gas and charged 
clergymen and stone-throwing 
Palestinians protesting against 
the Jewish settlers. 

Greek Orthodox Patriarch 
Diodorus I was overcome by the 
gas and collapsed, witnesses said. 
The eham holding a cross around 
his neck, was broken. 

Several other clerics were over- 
come by tear-gas, the witnesses 


said. 

Witnesses said stone-throwing 
broke out and police then fined 
tear-gas and rubber bullets, fining 
the building with gas and break- 
ing windows. 

Faisal, Al Husseini, a Palesti- 
nian leader who joined Diodorus 
in the church protest, said: “I 
believe (tbe. Jews) must leave' this 
plade. They are settlers, and their 
purpose is to occupy the dty and 
to change the dty from the Arab 
dty to an Israeli one.” 

Latin Patriarch Michel Sabah 
said he raised tbe issue with the 
Vatican. A statement by the 
Ar menian Christian community 
said the settlement “desecrates 
the sacred character erf Jerusalem 
and openly disrupts the status 
quo maintained since 1967.” 

Hawkish former defence minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon visited dm set- 
das for tbe third successive day 
to demonstrate support for their 
cause. 

Sharon owns a heavily-g u a r de d 
apartment in the Muslim quarter 
of the Old City, resented by 
Palestinian residents as a pro- 
vocation in die heart of an Arab 
area. 

“The Israelis want to Jndaidse 
the dty of Jerusalem/* Mayor 
Hanna Atrash of Beit Sahour, a 
predominantly Christian town 
near Bethlehem, complained. 

A magistrate’s court ruled late 
Thursday tbe btrikfing belonged 
to the Greek Orthodox Church 


but a Panamian-registered com- 
pany appealed to a higher court, 
which issued an order allowing 
the Jews to stay until the case is 
heard nextweek. 

The company, named by court 
officials as F«t»hikhniwi t Incor- 
poration GBC, said it had paid 
S3.5 milli on to two Armenians for 
a 10-year leas&onhebatf.of -the 
Jews. 

Sources among the settlers said 
the money had come from right- 
wing U.S. Jews. 

The Greek Orthodox church 
said it owned the complex and the 
Armenians were merely tenants. 

A Palestinian flag, hung sur- 
reptitiously overnight by Arab 
activists, flew throughout Good 
Friday from the cross atop the 
venerated Church of Holy Sepul- 
chre. 

Israel is to prosecute police 
who allegedly used unjustified 
force at a Jerusalem peace rally 
last December 

In a report to police commmis- 
soner Yaakov Turner, prosecu- 
tor Dorit Brinish criticised police 
who fired rubber bullets, tear-gas 
and water cannon at demonstra- 
tors, many of them trying to flee. 

An Italian woman lost an eye 
when a water jet shattered the 
window of her hotel room. 

The document, released to 
Israeli police reporters, said 
police action to disperse the 
15,000 demonstrators was “con- 
fined and disorganised.” 


Hourani urges 6 qualitative 
shift 9 in Jordan- Palestine ties 


f By f -amh K. Andoui 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior official of 
the Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Friday called for 
defining long-term joint 
Jordani an-Palestmian goals and 
severely criticised the Soviet Un- 
ion over its policy of Jewish 
emigration. 

Jordan’s disengagement from 
the West Bank in July 1988, and 
the democratisation process 
which it began last year have 
created conditions winch warrant 
“a qualitative shift” in relations 
between Jordan and the PLO, 
said Abdallah Hourani, a mem- 
ber of the PLO Executive Com- 
mittee. 

But Hourani, who arrived here 
on Thursday as part of a PLO 
de l e gatio n preparing for an offi- 
cial visit by Palestine President 
Yasser Arafat, the PLO chat 
man, said the Jordanian and PLO 
leaderships as well as the Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian peoples 
should define the nature of the 
future relationship. 

“If we do believe that a 
Jordanian-Palestinian association 
is inevitable then we sho uld do - 
fine the nature of the current 
relati onshi p and joint goals as 
well as the future of tbe rela- 
tionships,” ire told the Jordan 
Times. 

"Accordingly we can then out- 
line joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
moves, butif we have dear vision 
of the fu t ure relationship the 
joint moves would be then linked 


to a strategic goal,” he explained, such a decision was hostile to tbe 
Hourani did not c onfin e his Pale sti nian people," be charged, 
assessment to any specific formn- He explaine d, however, that the 
la such as a Jordanian-Palestinian. . PLO was not denying or ignoring its 
confederation but he implied tfa^- -.friendship with the Soviet Union bat 
a serious, pre-detennmed ^ believed tf>at _^ c _ Sovfet , 5t3U>d 


should be the baas of Jordaman- 
Paiestiman relationship or action. 

Asked whether h meant that the 
PLO had not formulated a s p ec i fi c 
virion of tbe nature of Jordaman- 
Palestiman relations, Hourani said: 
“This is a question that should be 
posed not to the PLO alone." 

He said tbe means of de vetoping 
relations between Jordan and the 
PLO on the basis of a pce-detenmned 
shape would be the focus of discus- 
sions between His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Arafat, who is expected to 

anise here in the next few days. 

On Jewish immigration to Israel 
and the possibility that tens of 
thousands of Soviet Jews could be 
settled in die occupied territories, 
Hourani levelled the hardiest Palesti- 
nian critidsm of die Soviet Union 
over its poficy of emigration- He 
accused Moscow of ignoring and 
undermining the Palestinian people’s 
right to selfdetermmatkm by allow- 
ing a mass exixtas of Jewish emigrants 
to Israel. 

“There is no donbt that when 
Moscow took its decisi on regarding 
Soviet Jewish migration it was mainly 
motivated by its interests and rid not 
taka into consideration the interests 
and the ratinmil rights of the Palesti- 
nian people," said Hourani, who was 
Ifflownm the pett for strongly defend- 
ing Moscow’s pofides in the Middle 
East. “I believe that the Soviets were 
aware dot such a derision would have 
dangerous repercussions on the 
Palestinian people’s right to self- 
determination and I can even go as 

for as to $ay that they were aware that 


co ntradi c te d Moscow’s avowed con- 
cern for tbe Palestinian people's right 
to setf-detenmnatiou. 

“The Soviet Union does not stop 
r eiterating its concern for the Paksti- 
niao people's right to self- 
determinatkm. Yet it is aware that its 
policy undermines the essence of this 
right,” he said. 

Hourani said tbe PLO had hoped 
dial tbe Soviet Union would link 
relaxed emigration procedures for 
Soviet Jews with progress in efforts to 
settle the Palestinian problem and the 
overall Arah-bradi conflict as web as 
Israel's p o si tion towards peace efforts 
and Palestinian rights. 

He said, howe ver , that the PLO 
and Moscow were continuing con- 
sultations to contain die impact of 
massive Soviet Jewish emigration on 
Palestinian rights and p rospects for 
peace in the Middle East. 

One of the steraatiws suggested by 
the PLO is that Moscow shook! issue 
its own documents to Soviet Jewish 
emigrants with a view to faril i tating a 
choice of des tination for them. At 
present, bad issues them Mssez 
pas s e rs which confine die choice of 
to tbe Jewish state. 

The PLO, Honrani added, was abo 

discussing with the Soviet possibilities 

for a repeal of a 1967 law which Strip 
Soviet Jews of their Soviet citizenship 
when they e migra te to Israel The 
cancellation of the btw, be said, wiD 
enable those who would like to return 
to then homeland if they choose so in 
the fu t u re. 

(Continued on page 3) 


aimed at registering a protest at 
new Israeli settkarnents in Arab 
Jerusalem and the use of Israeli 
violence against Christian clergy- 
men in tire Holy City Thursday 
night. 

Marchers waved placards read- 
ing “Enter Russian Jews, exit 
Christians,” “Jesus is Palesti- 
nian,” and “Jerusalem for all, not 
only armed Zionists.” 

Armed police kept watch from 
a distance at tire peaceful, silent 
protest at the end of which a 
senior representative of the 
American embassy received a 
memor an d um addressed to the 
American A dmin i s tr a ting! 


Qasem due 
in Syria; 
Baathist 
rift seen 
on agenda 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Tire latest develop- 
ments in tire Middle East and 
bilateral relations are expected to 
top the agenda for talks today in 
Damascus between Syrian lead- 
ers and Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Munster Marwan Al 
Qasem, who pays a visit to tire 
Syrian capital for the first time 
since tbe gover nm ent of Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran assumed 
office in December. 

Speculation was rife here Fri- 
day that one of the topics for 
Qasem’s talks in Da ma sues was 
efforts for reconciliation between 
Iraq and Syria following what 
many political observers inter- 
preted as encouraging statements 
by Baghdad and Damascus over 
the last week. 

Tbe signals were crystallised 
with a statement made in Paris by 
Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq 
Sharaa last week. Referring to 
tire ongoing war of words be- 
tween Iraq and Israel after Bagh- 
dad warned that it would use 
chemical weapons to retaliate if 
the Jewish state attacked Iraq, 
Sharaa said Syria would support 
Iraq against Israeli threats, hint- 
ing at a posable thaw in what one 
official described as “very frosty” 
relations. 

Sharaa expressed his country’s 
“solidarity with any Arab state 
facing Israeli threats... because 
we consider Israel, winch has 
occupied many Arab territories, 
as the common enemy of all 
Arabs. 

tins solidarity re- 
gardles£*of differences that we 
may have with some Arab coun- 
tries,” be said. 

A public rally organised in Am- 
man Wednesday in support of 
Iraq hailed the Syrian stand. 

T he Syrian- Iaqi rift originated 
in d iffe rences between the two 
wings of the Arab Socialist 
Baathist Party. The two rival 
wings are in power in Baghdad 
and Damascus. 

Signs that Baghdad might sko 
be willing to mend its fences with 
Damascus and end the decade- 
old rift came in a statement issued 
by the ruling Iraqi Baatb Party on 
the occasion of its 43rd 
anniversary. The statement 
appeared to have carefnlly 
skirted any criticism of Syria. 

In a message sent in Match to 
the Jordanian Lower House of 
Partiameot in answer to its appeal 
for Syrian-Iraq reconciliation, 
Iraqi President SaAfemi Hussein 
de m a nd ed that Syria withdraw its 
troops from Lebanon and Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad apolo- 
gise to the Arab World for sup- 
porting Iran in tire Gulf war. 

During his visit to Damascus, 
Qasem is expected to hold talks 
with President Assad as well as 
Sharaa and other senior officials. 
His discussions follow intense 

(Continued ora page 3) 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 
with agency di s p a tches 

AMMAN — In a surprise shift at 
the end of his Middle East tour, 
U.S. Senates' Republican leader 
Robert Dole said Friday he 
would push for the Senate to 
reverse a resolution recog n i sin g 
Jerusalem as tire capital of Israel. 

Dole, who arrived in Israel 
earlier in the day, told Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
be planned to push for a reversal 
of tire resolution following his 
tour of Syria, Egypt, Jordan and 


“One thing that we did discuss 
in the Arab countries was that 
they are very upset about a Sen- 
ate resolution which in effect says 
that Jerusalem should be the 
capital of Israel,” Dole said in an 
interview with CBS Television. 

“I told Prime Minister Shamir 
that it was a mistake and that I 
would try to correct that next 
week,” Dole added. 

A senior Jordanian official and 
a U.S. diplomat said Friday the 
shift in Dole’s position was influ- 
enced by his talks m Amman with 
Ifis Majesty King Hussein and 
Jordanian officials. The change of 
mind was also reflected in a state- 
ment he gave to Jonhs Televi- 
sion and was broadcast Thursday. 
Following their talks with the 


King Wednesday, tire senators 
were greeted with a protest 
gathering outride their hotel and 
vehement criticism in the press. 

The senior official told tire Jor- 
dan Times that during talks with 
King Hussein, who explained the 
gravity of tire Senate resolution, 
senators said they were not aware 
of tbe importance that Arab 
states held for the status of Jeru- 
salem. 

Tbe official said the senators 
said they were busy with other 
matters when the resolution was 
voted, hinting that they were not 
a w are of its importance. 

He added that the lawmakers 
sought to soften critidsm over 
their resolution by making up 
excuses for their decision. 

A senior U.S. diplomat with- 
held comment on how much in- 
fluence tire senators* visit to Am- 
man had cm their change of heart 
on the Jerusalem issue. But he 
said he was very happy with the 
visit and its outcome. “I agree 
that (the U.S. senators') visit was 
very positive and benefidal,” he 

miH 

Responding to a question by 
Jordan Television over the Sen- 
ate resolution. Dole said: “Well, 
as I told His Majesty, vte will 
correct the record when we re- 
turn. I think there is a lot of 
nnsandexstandmg about tbe par- 


ticular resolution, and it was 
rather meaningless at tire time, 
but it had such an impact as be 
indicated and as (Egyptian) Presi- 
dent (Hosni) Mubarak indicated, 
but I think you will see appropri- 
ate statements made. Our policy 
is, my policy is, the administra- 
tion policy is, tfiat (Jerusalem) 
remain an undivided dty and 
everything else be negotiated — 
the status and so forth. That's our 
policy.” 

Avi Pazner, top aide to Shamir 
said that Dole mentioned his 
views on the Senate decision dur- 
ing the meeting with the caretak- 
er prime minister of Israel but did 
not elaborate. Pazner did not 
characterise Shamir’s response. 

Tbe status of Jerusalem be- 
came a source of U.S.-Israeli 
tensions after President George 
Bosh in early March publicly 
restated the U.S. view that 
Israel's annexation of tire Arab 
party of tire dty was not valid. 

The Senate then adopted a 
non-binding resolution stating the 
view that Jerusalem should be 
Israel's capital. 

In an interview published in 
Friday’s Jerusalem Post newspap- 
er, Dole defended his call for a 
five per cent cut in U.S. aid to 
major recipients, of which Israel 
is tire largest, to support new 
democrades in Eastern Europe. 


British firm says theory of 
Iraqi super gun is absurd 


LONDON (Agencies) — A Brit- 
ish steel firm alleged to be help- 
ing Iraq to make one of the 
world’s biggest guns dashed with 
the government Friday over 
whether Baghdad’s order with it 
for steel pipe castings was legal. 

Militay experts said eight pipe 
sections confiscated fay British cus- 
toms might be used to build a gun 
with a 40-metre barrel, enabli ng 
Iraq to fire nuclear or chemical 
missiles into major Israeli or Ira- 
nian cities. 

Sheffield Forgemastera said in 
a statement that the eight sections 
were part of a larger consignment 
for Iraq’s petrochemical industry 
and 44 rimflar pipes had already 
been delivered with government 
approval. 

But customs officials and De- 
fence Ministry experts said the 
pipes, which were put on public 
display at tbe northern English 
port of Middlesbrough, could be 
used to make a massive gun 

Shamir 
confident 
he can 
form new 
coalition 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Likud 
leader Yitzhak Shamir said Fri- 
day that be was certain his politic- 
al rival Shimon Poes could not 
form a government and that be 
would succeed where Peres 
failed. 

UktuTs efforts to torpedo a 
coalition led by Peres’ Labour 
Party picked up steam Friday 
when legislator Avraham Sharir, 
who defected from Likud to 
Labour last week, in d icated he 
would return to his old party. 

Another legislator, who. 
announced Wednesday he was 
quitting parfiament to avoid fol- 
lowing his ultra-orthodox Agudat 
brad party into a Labour coali- 
tion, withdrew his resignation be- 
fore it took effect Friday. 

That conld mean one more i 
rate for Peres. But even with that 
— and if he manages to hold on 
to Shamir — he stiD would only 
have 60 votes in the 120-member 
parliament, not enough to get his 
coalition a ppro v ed. 

Peres, who only last week 
boasted he had a lock on beading 
Load’s first Labour government 
in 13 years, appeared glum Fri- 
day. “Listen, if everything is lost, 

( Continue d ora page 3) 
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barrel and came under British 
export restrictions. 

Forgcmastcrs insisted that it 
had fan Department of Trade and 
Industry permission for tire Iraqi 
order wind) British officials are 
now investigating. The depart- 
ment Mocked an earlier Iraqi 
weapons order with Forgemas- 
ters. 

British customs confiscated die 
finely-machined sections two 
weeks after seizing U.S. electrical 
components bound for Baghdad 
which could be used as nuclear 
triggers. 

Iraq, which executed British- 
based journalist Faxzad Bazoft 
last month on spying charges, 
said the moves were part of “a 
feverish orchestrated campaign” 
against it by Britain and Israel. 

Television news bulletins ran 
dips from a promotional video by 
Forgemasters recording the 
manufacture of the castings. 

“Companies seeking to export 
products illegally do not make a 
complete record of their illicit 
operation on video nor do they 
use that self-same video for 
promotional purposes,” said 
company spokesman Tony Peck. 

He described as absurd and 
far-fetched allegations that the 
pipes could be used to make the 
barrel of what the British press 
has called a “doomsday gun.” 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein tokl U.S. senators Thursday 
Iraq had nothing to hide over 


armaments and would dismantle 
chemical weapons if Israel, Iran 
an other Middle East states also 
scrapped arsenals of mass des- 
truction. 

President Hussein’s remarks, 
made in the northern Iraqi dty of 
Mosul to a U.S. Senate delega- 
tion headed by Republican leader 
Robert Dole, were relayed to 
reporters by Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz. 

Iraq, the president said, had no 
nuclear or germ warfare arms and 
regarded its binary chemical 
weapons — the modern form of 
poison gas — as an effective 
deterrent to atomic or bacteriolo- 
gical attack from Israel. 

“If Israel... uses nuclear 
weapons against Iraq, Iraq will 
use binary chemical weapons and 
we have nothing to hide in this 
respect,” Hussein said. 

He told the U.S. delegation 
Iraq could not dismantle its che- 
mical weapons “so long as Israel 
owns nuclear and bacteriological 
weapons and unless a general 
dismantling of such weapons by all 
countries of the region, including 
Iran, takes place,” Aziz said. 

Aziz said: “We told one of tbe 
five-member Senate delegation: 
“Yon got a clear statement from 
President Saddam Hussein, ex- 
pressing the readiness of Iraq and 
other Arab states to dismantle 
weapons of mass destruction... 
can you get a similar committ- 
ment from Zionist leaders?” 
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Middle East News 


Near the gamblers, losers of 
Lebanese conflict try to survive 



By Peter Smendsoo 

Renter 


BEIRUT — Beneath the glitz of the casino where 
Lebanese gambled through 15 years of civil war, the 
losers in the conflict seek to survive. 


Reufugee Fadia Hemadi has 
Uved in die basement of the now 
shell-shattered building since she 
was 12 years old. She moved in 
for safety when war erupted. She 
is now 27. 

Roulette stopped abruptly at 
the Casino of Lebanon last Janu- 
ary during the run-up to the latest 
bout of the war, wbidi entered its 
16th year Friday. 

The gaming chips were stolen. 

A Lebanese flag and pictures 
of saints hang on the dirty walls of 
the dark garage which is home for 
‘Fadia's family. One floor above 
their heads, the casino burgundy 
carpet is being soaked with rain 
pouring through shell-holes in the 
roof. 

The shells were fired by the 
Lebanese Forces (LF) militia in 
February at General Michel 
Aoun’s troops holding the casino 
north of Beirut. The skUers were 
driven out and army shells now 
hit what is left as militia artillery 
battens lie nearby. 

“We are lucky to be here,” 
says Fadia, “The LF allowed us 
to stay here although one of my 


brothers is on the other side — in 
the army. We came here when 
the war began in 1975 because my 
father worked here. It is safe 
here, we couldn’t stay at borne.” 

Home was the poor Christian 
east Beirut neighbourhood of Ain 
A1 Roummaneh, which was 
mauled in savage LF-army battles 
in February and where Lebanon’s 
civil war is officially recognised as 
having begun on April 13, 1975. 

Christian mili tiamen killed 27 
Palestinians on a bus in Ain A1 
Roummaneh that day. The 
ambush, supposedly in revenge 
for the killing of four Christian 
guards, led to fi ghting between 
the Christians, Muslims and 
Palestinian gunmen. 

In the war since then, with 
alliances shifting and foreign 
powers intervening and with- 
drawing, an estimated 130,000 
people have been killed and more* 
than 300,000 wounded. Damage 
estimated to need $15 billion to 
put right was inflicted on the 
economy. 

But it is the latest fighting — 
unprecedented conflict between 


Chriflians since Jan. 31 — which 
has for many Lebanese finally 
killed their few remaining hopes 
of peace. 

More than 950 were killed and 
at least 3,000 wounded after the 
Christians — traditionally the 
richest and most influential com- 
munity which had sidestepped 
much of the. war — started to kill 
each other. 

Ain A1 Roummaneh was 
wrecked by Christians — not by 
their old enemies, Palestinians, 
Muslims or even Syrians. 

Fadia is among a million dis- 
placed Lebanese — perhaps one 
in three of (fie country’s popula- 
tion. Exact figures are unavail- 
able because of the chaos of war 
and tire fact that the last census 
was conducted in 1932. 

“The most striking phe- 
nomenon here for me is the frag- 
mentation. I never believed any 
country could divide into so many 
small and still antagonistic 
pieces,” said one Western diplo- 
mat. 

“The Christians (fid relatively 
well in difficult situation for the 
last 15 years,” LF leader Samir 
Geagea told Reuters. “At least 
we survived this period in order 
to resume our national life some- 
time. 

“But General Aoun cancelled 
this... the population has paid 


what General Aoun wanted. 
What has been done has been 
done and we should look to the 
future.” 

Aoun equally bitterly blames 
Geagea for the latest fighting 
which spawned a massive exodus 
of families who still love their 
country but know they can no 
longer live there. Some 250,000 
Lebanese are bclived to have left 
for abroad in the last year. 

The country they left is a sad 
parody of that before civil war. 
Then Beirut was famed as the 
cross roads of the West and Mid- 
dle East. Now rival armies and 
militias control each city block. 
Tbe shattered heart of the capital 
is choked with undergrowth and 
mines planted in 1975. 

In an offshoot to the anarchy, 
countless people have been kid- 
napped for political and other 
ends. Some have been freed, 
some killed. Seventeen wester- 
ners are still being held by pro- 
Irani an militants. Hundreds of 
Lebanese are nmxmg 

An Arab sponsored peace plan 
bolds what many pohtidans think 
is a last rhan«» of ending the war 
but few aviHaits think peace is 
round the coiner. Instead they 
struggle to survive from day-to- 
day under the constant threat erf 
more bloodshed. 


Iran dismisses Iraq’s anti - Israel stand 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran Friday 
dismissed recent Iraqi tin-eats to 
attack Israel as a ploy to divert 
world attention from immigration 
of Soviet Jews to Israel. 

Spiritual leader Ayatollah Afi 
Khamenei, in a message read on 
Tehran Radio, accused most 
Arab leaders of acquiescing to 
the immigration as part of a 
worldwide plot to bolster the 
Jewish state and keep the Palesti- 
nians “forever enslaved.” 

“The false campaign about 
fighting Israel launched by tbe 
leaders of the Iraqi regime ... 
serves to cover up the treason 
committed over the Palestinian 


issue by the silence of the Arab 
governments... and to oversha- 
dow the important issue of the 
transfer of Soviet Jews to occu- 
pied Palestine,” Khamenei said. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein vowed on April 2 to destroy 
half of Israel in retaliation for any 
Israeli attack on Iraq, sparking 
counter-threats by the Jewish 
state and concern in Western 
countries. 

Khamenei said Iraq, which 
fought a war with Iran from 1980 
to 19%, would not attack Israel. 

“Everyone knows that the 
Baathist Iraqi regime will never 
use the weapons it has obtained 


from the superpowers against 
Israel, which itself lives under tbe 
shadow of the superpowers,” he 
said. “It will not use them except 
in the service of arrogance (big 
powers) or to blackmail the rich 
in the region." 

He made no reference to an 
offer by Hussein Thursday that 
Iraq was ready to dismantle its 
chemical arms if Iran and Israel 
would also scrap their weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Khamenei’s message was 
issued on tbe occasion of “Gods 
(Jerusalem) Day”, the last Friday 
of the Muslim fasting month of 
Ramadan. 


Growing Kurdish insurgency drives 
villagers to restless Turkish towns 


by Elif Kuban 

Reuter 


CIZRE, Turkey — Knr dis h fami- 
lies are fleeing their ancestral 
mountian villages and heading for 
the safety of big towns, away 
from tbe heart of a growing 
separatist insurgency in southeast 
Turkey. 

“We had no peace left in the 
mountains. We were frightened,” 
said Osman Cetik, who has 
brought his two wives and four 
children to Cizre town, 30 
kilometres north of Iraq. 

“It was dangerous to go out at 
night. It was dangerous to pasture 
animals,” he said in a market 
place where more than 20 home- 
less families from die mountains 
are living in tiny rooms. 

More than 90 people have been 
killed in the soothest since the 
beginning of March in an in- 
surgency by guerrillas seeking a 
separate state for Turkey’s esti- 
mated 10 milli on Kurds, nearly a 
fifth of the country's population. 

Tbe ragged, barren mountains 
are ideal terrain for the Marxis t 
Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) 
fighters, whose spring offensive is 
the fiercest of their ax-year-old 
campaign. 

Cefik said his ancestral village 
of Andac, on a ridge overlooking 
the Iraqi border, was now de- 
serted. It once had a thriving 
population of 350. 

“Tbe rebels were coming to 
onr homes at night. With 
weapons, we were left between 
two fires,” said Abdul Selam Isik, 
from another village, referring to 


the frequent dashes between the 
guerrillas and government 
troops. 

But Cizre and other mainly 
Kurdish towns are not immune 
from the rebellion, which has 
claimed 2,000 lives since it began. 

At least four people were shot 
dead in Gzere last month in anti- 
government demonstrations. 
Officials said pro testes set fire to 
government buddings and burned 
Turkish flags. 

Security forces damped a 36- 
hour curfew on the towns on 
March 20 and more 70 people 
were arrested. Protests seeking 
greater rights for Kurds also 
flared in other southeastern 
towns and in universities in Istan- 
bul and Ankara. 

Regional governor Hayri 
Kozakcioglu told Reuters the 
PKK had begun cooperating with 
smaller Knrdish rebel groups, 
mainly leftists. 

“The events in Cizre are a 
result of this policy,” he said. 
Economic problems contributd to 
the town’s problems, he added. 

Unemployment is above 20 per 
cent in the region, one of tbe 
country’s poorest. 

“These aren’t many jobs 
around. Many young men from 
my family have nothing to do,” 
said a 20-year-old waiter in a- 
backstreet coffeehouse. 

President Turgut Ozal has 
promised government help for 
the southeast. “There will be a 
more compassionate policy and 
support for the local people,” he 
announced last week. 


But in a warning to the rebels, 
he added: “We have one condi- 
tion only — loyalty to the Turkish 
Republic.” Armed hehcoptes and 
other new weapons might be sent 
to fight them, be added. 

In Cizre, Kurdish civilians 
mingle uneasily on tbe sidewalks 
with Turkish troops and police 
commandos. 

Tanks, armoured cars and 
bullet-riddled shop windows are 
testimony to the violence that 
struck the town last month. 

“We are frightened,” a shop- 
keeper said to a reporter. 

Turkey does not recognise its 
Kurds as a minority and bans the 
use of Kurdish as an official 
language. 

On a coffeehouse wall is a 
hand-knit decoration bearing the 
orange, green and red colours of 
the flag of Kurdistan, for which 
PKK claims an area of Turkey 
about the half the size of Italy. 

“They (the secutixy forces) 
pick people up at night from 
homes saying they are PKK col- 
laborators,” said Zetno, a 28- 
year-oid Knrdish woman. 

Her almond-shaped eyes 
clouded with fear as a soldier 
crossed the mam street. 

Cetik knows what be wants 
from tbe government. “The state 
must build homes for os. It must 
provide jobs for us. We have 
forgotten what meat is tike, what 
vegetables are like,” be said. 

“I sold my sheep, I sold my 
goats. I spent all the money I 
brought with me from my village. 
We are hungry now,” be said. 


Cuba 
condemns 
campaign 
against Iraq 


HAVANA (R) — Cuba has con- 
demned the hostile campaign by 
Israel and tbe United States 
against Iraq and said it backed 
Baghdad’s efforts to defend Iraqi 
sovereignty and promote the. 
Arab cause. 

“The Foreign Ministry reiter- 
ates the solidarity of the people 
and government of Cuba with the 
Iraqi people and government in 
the face of continued threats from 
imperialist nations,” tbe ministry 
said in a statement. 

The United States and Britain 
have accused Iraq of trying to 
smuggle in Western-made 
weapons systems. 

The Cuban statement backed 
Iraq’s "Just fight for the Arab 
cause and its own national 
sovereignty and independence.” 
It accused Israel and tile United 
States of a campaign of aggres- 
sion against Baghdad. 

But it did not specifically men- 
tion Britain, whose relations with 
Baghdad have been strained fol- 
lowing Iraq’s execution last 
month of a British-based jour- 
nalist of spying charges. 





Relief sent 
deeper into 
Ethiopian 
rebel areas 


Two young Lebanese girls play with a burned tank’s top 


Arabs fear U.S. using foreign aid 
for votes to kill Zionism resolution 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The U.S. ambassador says 
Washington is less likely than 
ever to use foreign aid to win 
votes in tbe General Assembly, 
but Arab envoys fear a U.S. 
arm-twisting campaign to rescind 
the “Zionism-is-radsm” resolu- 
tion is imminent. 

U.S. Ambassador Thomas 
Pickering says the practice of 
linking foreign aid to U.N. votes 
“never rose to massive propor- 
tions, and the fact is that there is 
less focus now on sc o r et a rding in 
aid. than there was before.” 

“I don’t think at this stage one 
can say this is completely a dead 
letter,” he said, “but I don’t see it 
rising to high prominence. ... I 
don’t believe there is such over- 
whelming interest in it. 

“I think we, in fact, should give 
assistance where we believe it is 
in onr broad foreign policy in- 
terests to do so, aO factors consi- 
dered,” Pickering siad. 

Arab envoys said this week 
that they fear Washington will try 
to pressure U.S. foreign aid reci- 
pients to join its campaign to 
rescind the 1975 General Assem- 
bly resolution that calls Zionism a 
form of racism. 

Pickering did not comment on 
tbe Zionism-racism resolution or 
Arab statements that some U.S. 
lawmakers were ready to penalise 
those who break with the U.S. 
line. 

U.S. Vice President Dan 
Quayle said in December that tbe 
United States wants to overturn 
the resolution in the forthcoming 
45th General Assembly. But 


Western diplomats said the Un- 
ited States (fid not intend to 
proceed unless it was certain of 
victory. 

Pickering made his remarks on 
March 30 as be released the 
seventh anmial state Department 
report on U.N. voting practices, 
wbidi he said showed that U.S. 
foreign policy is gaining greater 
support in die General Assembly. 

Congress asked for annual re- 
ports beginning in 1974, at a time 
of deep ideological conflict be- 
tween East and West, and be- 
tween the developed and Third 
World nations, and when name- 
calting against tbe United Stales 
was rampant in the General 
Assembly. 

Lawmakers intended to use the 
report as a tool in assessing sup- 
port for U.S. positions and in 
helping determine levels of fore- 
ign aid. 

To date, however, it has not 
b een seen as a major factor m aid 


decisions. Its methodology was 
widely criticised for focusing on 
only 10 key issues and failing to 
consider the increase of consen- 
sus decisions in the world body. 

The latest report looks at 16 
key votes and includes consensus 
decisions on issues considered vit- 
al to tbe United States, such as 
Afgfu 


Last week, Arab League 
Ambassador Qovis Maksoud 
told reporters that some influen- 
tial U.S. lawmakers appear ready 
to use UJS. aid to force nations to 
join the U.S. effort to nullify the 
Zxxnsm-radsm resolution. 

“We are on the tbreshbold of 


witnessing a campaign of in- 
timidation against various coun- 
tries,” he said. Nations that 
oppose ffie United States or 
which abstained from voting 
would become “the targets for 
harassment, diplomatic and 
financial pressure,” be said. 

To support his statement, he 
quoted from a transcript of Sen. 
Daniel Patrick Moymhnn’s com- 
ments at a March 30 hearing of 
tiie Near Eastern and Asian 
Affairs Subcommittee. Moyxu- 
han a Democrat from New York 
and former U.S. ambassador to 
tbe United Nations, is tbe chair- 
man of the subco mmi ttee. 

Moymhan said U-S. add to 
foreign countries amid be jeopar- 
dised if those countries voted 
against the U.S. chive eo overturn 
the resolution. 

“We have a fist of who the aid 
recipients are and bow tbe vote 
was. ■ And do they understand 
their aid is in j eopard y ? I mean, 
enough is enough. ... 

“What does it mean to ChDe? 
What does it mean to Sri Lanka? 
Whose b u s in e s s is it in the Ivory 
Coast to cause instability m the 
Middle East?” 

Moymhan called resolution “a 
low point” in U-N. behaviour and 
an attempt to politicise the 
General Assembly. 

The State Department voting 
report shows almost 70 per cent 
of all U.N. political resolutions 
were unanimously approved by 
tbe 44th General Assembly last 
fall, compared with 64 per cent 
the year before, 60 per cent in 
1987 and 58 per cent in 1986. 


NAIROBI (R) — A consortium 
of dmreb relief ageadw ttuckrog 
food across the battle toa cf 
northern BflpOpM fa&S cXfdltiod. 
its Opera tion deq? info fficHteld 
areas, a senior relief official saw 

Friday. . 

John Wiater. director of 
Catholic Relief Services is 
Ethiopia, toM Reuters by trie* 
phone from Atkte Ababa the 
joint Relief Partnership (JRP) 
bad been trucking food to Alfflua- 
ta, 220 kOotnetres inside rebel 
territory. 

The JRP operation, which be- 
gan mi March 20, had previously 
only reached Kobo, 40 kilometres 
farther south. 

Wiater said the JRP was oper- 
ating 60 trucks across tbe militaty 
fines from Dessie the ca p ital of 
Woflo province. 

Some 3,600 tonnes of food had 
already been moved into the 
rebel-held area and the JRP was 
now tracking 270 tonnes a day 
ftfrfwa the frontline with the con- 
sent of gov ernme nt and the rebel 
Tigray People’s Liberation Front 
(TPLF). he added. 

Wiater said the JRP was trying 
to arrange for Unjted Nations 
engineers to repair the road north 
of Alamata so that rebel tracks 
could move into rebel-held Tig- 
ray p rovince, tike area worst hit 
by last year's drought. 

Once the road into Tigray is 
open, tbe JRP will add a further 
70 trucks to its Sect, he said. 

An officially estimated 4.5 mil- 
lion people face starvation is 
northern Ethiopia tins year due 
to the combined effects of 
dro ught and civil war. Refief offi- 
cials say at least half of them five 
in rebel-bekS areas. 

Wiater said JRP re conn ai& - 
ance had found people 

suffering “actute hunger” in 
northern Tigray, bat the situation 
there was not yet desperate. - 

“Hunger is rente. There is no 
doubt about it and time is ticking 
away. These people are wonder- 
ing if food aid mB ever come" 
Water told Reuters. “It is not yet 
a question of fife and death, but it 
is acute.” 

Refief officials who asked not 
to be named, said the relief wing 
of tbe TPLF was managing to 
supply some food aid to northern 
Tigray by trucking in surplus grain 
from other parts of the province 
and food from neighbouring 
Sudan. 

But tins was insufficient to 
meet die demand, they added. 

While some arrangements have 
been made to supply food aid to 
areas of northern Ethiopia occu- 
pied by the TPLF and its allies, a 
critical situation is developing 
further north in Eritrea. 


Libya defends France against media criticism 


PARIS (Agencies) — Tbe Libyan 
embassy Friday accused U.S. and 
British news media of oajusdy 
king France and Libya for 


their roles in the recent release of 
three hostages. 

Editorial writers and col- 
umnists in many Western news- 
papers have criticised French offi- 
cials for their warm praise of 
Libya’s leader. Col. Muammar 
Qadhafi, after the hostages were 
freed Tuesday by Libyan-backed 
Palestinian guerrillas. 

The Libyan embassy, in a com- 
munique, accused U.S., British 
and other Western media of 
“seeking to distort the humanita- 
rian stance of Libya in the release 
of hostages.” 

“We are convinced... that 
there is a grudge against France 
because of its policies toward 
Mediterranean countries and its 
constructive role in dialogue 
strengthening cooperation and 


peace between states in tins re- 
gion,” the communique added. 

“The independent foreign poli- 
cy of France doesn’t satisfy the 
American and British media 
said the embassy, winch praised 
France “for its policies based cm 
decisions made freely and with- 
out submitting to American 
pressure.” 

Two stinging U.S. ne w sp ap er 
columns were published Friday in 
Paris by the International Herald 
Tribune. 

A.M. Rosenthal of the New 
York Times described Qadhafi as 
a “ter r o ris t king” and said the 
French government would never 
be able to outlive its official 
praise for him as “noble and 
humanitarian.” Richard Cohen 
of the Washington Port refereed 
to “the French talent to espouse 
tbe highest of aims while engaged 
in the lowest of deals.” 

France has denied any transac- 


tions with the abductions and says 
there was no link between the 
hostages’ release and its decision 
to end a four-year embargo on 
delivery of three Libyan war- 
planes sent back to Fiance far 
repairs. 

The hostages — Jacqueline 
Valcnte of France, Fernand 
Hbutekins of Belgium, and their 
daughter, Sophie- Liberte — met 
briefly with tbe media Thursday 
for the first time s i nce arriving in 
Paris late Tnesday. Houtekms 
said they would not answer ques- 
tions because the Belgian govern- 
ment had requested “total (fiscre- 
tion” while it negotiated to free 
four of his relatives still in captrv- 
ity. 

Belgium has confirmed that it 
has been asked by Abu Nidal’s 
Fateh-Revolutionary Council 
(FRQ group to free a Pa le s tinian 
prisoner in exchange for the free- 
dom of the foot renaming hos- 


tages. The Palestinian, said Nas- 
ser, was jailed in 1980 for killing a 
Jew during an attack on a Bel- 
gium synagogue. 

The official Libyan News 
Agency (JANA) praised France 
Thursday far bufldmg a “bridge” 
with Arabs, and criticised West- 
ern accusations that France had 
been too friendly to Libya follow- 
ing the release of three hostages. 

In a dispatch monitored in 
Rome, JANA’s world affairs edi- 
tor said that “France is as s u m i n g 
an active role in str en gt h en in g the 
relations and tbe imi« between 
the Arab Nation and the Euro- 
pean Community.*’ 

The editor criticised Britain 
and the United States for their 
comments on the hostage release, 
saying they “do not want France 
to have an outstanding role in the 
region.” 

The dispatch quoted British ^ 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 


er as telling tbe East German 
News Agency (ADN) that France 
had struck a deal with Libya for 
the hostage release. 

Meanwhile the French foreign 
minister, criticised for heaping 
praise on Qadhafi said Thursday 
France only followed normal 
practice. 

“Unfortunately, it is interna- 
tional practice to thank the gov- 
ernments involved in such cases,” 
Roland Dumas told French sena- 
tors. 


President Francois Mitterrand 
sent Qadhafi his personal thank* 
and Dnmas himself praised th* 
Libyan leader’s role as “noble 
and humanitarian.” 

The plaudits shocked leading 
newspapers in France, Europe 
and tbe United Stales though 
they were not pubfidy conde- 
mned by Western leaden. 
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KING ATTENDS PSA YENS: EBs Majesty 
King Hussem Friday joined worshippers at Friday 
prayer, which was held at Fafiu mosque in 
cfrpMdaMtl, and listened to Friday sermon which 
focused on the anniversary of Badr battle, when 
IdnshiB soldiers won a victory against of 

Islam. The sermon was delivered by Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Miniser Afi A1 Faqir. Also attend- 


ing the prayers were ffis Royal Highness Crown 
Prince H a ssa n, Prime Minister Mndar Badran, 
Royal Coot Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
Speaker of the Upper Hoose of Parfiament Ahmad 
Al Lawn, Chief CfcmbaMa Prince Ra’d Ben 
Zaid, Chief Islamic Justice Mohammad 
Mn hrfbm , the Pobttc Secmity director and senior 
military and dvfl officials (Petra photo) 


West Bank resident beaten up 


By Lima NabH 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A thirty- 

seven-year-old Palestinian 
woman, currently hospitalised 
at Palestine Hospital in Am- 
man after being beaten severe- 
ly by the Israeli soldiers who 
denied her entry to the West 
Bank, Friday called on interna- 
tional organisations: the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Cross, the Human Rights and 
Fact Finding Committees to 
intervene for finding a solution 
to her problem with the Israeli 
authorities. 


Hanan Jabr Khamis Al 
Badawi, from Arroob camp, in 
Hebron area was denied entry 
to the West Bank, although 
she holds a visit permit, issued 
by the Israeli authorities. 

Hanan, a mother of two 
children, and a sister of two 
youths who are serving life 
term jail in the Israeli prisons, 
came to visit her brother in 
Amman who arrived here for 
treatment for a wound he sus- 
tained while taking part in die 
uprising in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Trying to go back to the 
West Bank Sunday, * Hanan 


NATIONAL NEWS 



Tunisian exhibition opens 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Tunisian trade exhibition was opened 
Tlaasday at die Amman Development Corporation building near 
the Hnt Circle of Jabal Amman. The exhibition which will remain 
• open until April 21 displays an assortment of Tu ni si an food- 
supplies, clothing, home and electrical appliances, cosmetics and 
various other products. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


'' A The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
& the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
doe and place with the concerned insulations. 

exhibitions 


* Evhfrftg"- Of r-fart"E« by Khalil Al Kofahi at the Yanmnk 
Uafonfcy. 

* Gw&prebensive book exhibition at AjSoun girls coflege. 

4 Exfeftdtfcrn of JonteniranPaWinfan heritage dfepfa yiag uati oa- 
' al t nihu i m i, pnhithigg and photos depicting the su ffering of 
Pate&otBS coder Israeli occupation at Al Quds Commmdty 


was denied entry on that day, 
so she tried again Thursday 
when she was not only denied 
entry, but was severely beaten 
by the Israeli soldiers, who told 
her that they would not allow 
her to go back. 

Almost half-fainted Hanan 
was carried by car to Amman 
again. 

Hanan, now does know what 
to do in order to go back to the 
West Bank to join her family. 

She said she would expose 
the Israelis and said there are 
no international laws that pre- 
vent someone from returning 
to his homeland. 


Public rally urges move 
to counter Israel actions 

AMMAN (Petra) — The MusSim Abdul Hadi reviewed the his- 

Brotherfaood in Jordan Friday tory of Jewish immigration to 
' organised a public rally under the Palestine and said Israel's objec- 
theme “Public Mobilisation in five behind the flow of Jews from 

- Confronting Jewish emigration Eastern Europe was to under- 
and Zionist threat.” Speakers at mine Arab relations with these 

• die rally were Deputy Yousef Al countries. 

- **Aibem, Jordan Bar Association Abdul Hadi called for extend- 

Presklent Walid Abdul Hadi, Dr. fog all HnA of support for the 
Ahmad Nofal of the University of intifada and for preserving 
. Jordan and Ibrahim Ghosheh. Palestinian national unity 

Atbem emphasised the import- the occupied lands. In reference 
. ance of national unity in con- to the U.S. Senate's resolution 
fronting conspiracies against the recognising Jerusalem as the 
Arab Nation. “The peoples of capital of Israel, he said the 

. Palestine and Jordan are one “Arab identity of Palestine or 

_■ people and the land of Palestine Jerusalem is not decided by U.S. 
is an Islamic and Arab land and is institutions or others; it is a fact 

file place where the Prophet which is proven right by the 
Mohammad ascended to Palestinians and the Arabs.” 
heaven," A them said. Ghosheh stressed that “the 

“We are facing conspiracies Arab-Israeli struggle is a struggle 
woven for us by the superpowers. of civilisations and ideologies.'’ 

- Balfour declaration, the U.S. He called for jihad (Islamic holy 
support for Israel and the im- war) against Israel for the libera- 
migration of Soviet Jews to the tion of Palestine. Ghosheh 
land of Palestine are weapons warned of Israeli plans to absorb 

' presented to the Jews on the land 100,000 immigrants from the 
; of Palestine," be added. Soviet Union. 

Athem praised the Palestinian Dr. Nofal called for malting the 

“prising and called for supporting war with Israel a religious war, 

it “sore ft is 3 n important means “so that we can attract all the 

p replying, at the Arab and Islamic and the friendly stat es to 
: Islamic levels, to Jewish immigra- stand on out ride.” 

' tion.’’ 


Jordanians denounce Israeli 
on Christian clerovmen in Je 


Arabic chHdrea's play entitled “Tales from My Grandmother’s 
Chest" at the Royal Cultural Cadre — 1000 bjb. 


Housing Bank 
netted 
3.42 million 
last year 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Housing 
Bank last year realised JD 3.42 
million in net profits from its 
operations through 99 branches 
around the Kingdom, and intends 
to distribute dividends at the rate 
of 14 pm* cent to the sharehol- 
ders, according to an announce- 
ment Friday. 

The announcement followed a 
general assembly meeting held at 
the Amman Plaza hotel during 
which die bank’s general budget 
and the final account statement 
were ratified. 

“The shareholders will receive 
14 per cent in dividends, and the 
rest of the profits will be added to 
the bank's reserves which now 
stand at JD 17.6 million,” the 
announcement said. 

The meeting was addressed by 
the chairman of the Housing 
Bank's board of directors Znhair 
Kbouri who stated that the bank 
will pursue its policy of providing 
funds to finance housing projects 
to limited income groups and 
credit facilities to private bousing 
schemes carried out by indi- 
viduals and organisations or 
munidpaiities on easy terms. 

“In the midst of 1989 the Hous- 
ing Bank reduced the rate of 
interest and commissions on 
loans for individuals including be- 
neficiaries of urban development 
schemes,” Kbouri said. 

“By the end of 1989, the Hous- 
ing Bank’s credit facilities had 
reached JD 334 million and the 
total number of housing units 
built in the Kingdom through 
loans from the bank stood at 

82.000 of 10.9 million square 
metres in area,” Kbouri added. 

“By the end of 1989 a total of 

160.000 Jordanian citizens had 
won lottery arranged by the 
Housing Bank on their account 
numbers, altogether receiving JD 
3.6 million in bonus,” Kbouri 
pointed oat. 

He said that the end of the 1989 
accounts revealed that the Hous- 
ing Bank was die major financial 
institution operating in the coun- 
try in terms of deposits holdings 
which accounted for 53 per cent 
of the total savings deposited with 
other banks pot together. 

Last year, Khouri added, the 
Housing Bank opened new bran- 
ches in lihid,Karak, and Madaba 
regions rasing the total number 
to 99 and accounting for 39 per 
cent of the total number of banks 
and bank branches in the King- 
dom. 


By a Jordan Times 
staff writer 

AMMAN — The Jordanian com- 
munity Friday denounced an 
assault by Israeli forces on Christ- 
ian clergymen in occupied Jeru- 
salem Thursday and called for a 
strong united front to counter the 
occupation authorities' arbitrary 
measures against the Palestinians 
living in the occuped holy city, 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The American- Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee 
(ADC), Amman chapter, called 
for international protection for 
the Muslim and Christian com- 
munities living under Israeli 
occupation and urged the U.S. 
administration to exert efforts to 
ensure that incidents like those 
that took place Thursday are not 
repeated. 

The General Islamic Congress 
for Jerusalem Friday denounced 
the “brutal Israeli aggression 
against the Greek Orthodox com- 
munity in Jerusalem and the 
personal attack on the Patriarch 
Theodors." 

In a communique carried by 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
the congress denounced “the 
aggression against Christian com- 
munity" and called for forming a 
strong front to counter the “brut- 
al Israeli measures and to expose 
Israel’s intentions and hostile 

plans ’* f 

It is not by (Hire coincidence 
that a group of American Zionists 
who has set their hostile objec- 
tives to Judaise Jerusalem has 
carried out this aggression against 

3,000 

sheep 

slaughtered 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 

3,000 heads of locally purchased 
sheep were slaughtered at the 
Amman slaughterhouse at Ain 
Ghazal between Thursday even- 
ing and Friday afternoon for dis- 
tribution at meat centres in the 
capita] Saturday,- according to a 
slaughterhouse ‘ spokesman . 

He told the Jordan Times the 1 
meat was prepared at the request 
of the Ministry of Supply which 
had refused to receive a consign- 
ment of 30,000 heads of Austra- 
lian live sheep because the impor- 
ter had violated the terms of an 
agreement signed with the minis- 

fry- 

“The importer, the Jordanian 
meat trading company, is com- 
mitted to supply 30,000 heads of 
sheep according to specifications 
stated in the agreement and 
should be fail to do that the 
ministry was bound to make 
arrangements for the purchase of 
sheep from other sources and 
through other merchants, with 
the original importer footing the 
bill,” the spokesman said. 

Earlier, the Ministry of Supply 
announced that it refused to take 
delivery of the live Australian 
sheep because the consignment 
did not conform to the set speci- 
fications. 

“Live sheep should be no more 
than one year old and weigh 
between eight and 16 kilogram- 
mes but it was found that the 
shipment which arrived aboard a 
cargo vessel at Aqaba carried 
sheep of 35 to 55 kilogrammes 
and two to four years old," the 
ministry said in a statement 
Thursday. 

The local press reports said 
that a total of 62,000 heads of 
sheep arrived on board the ves- 
sel, 25 per cent of which proved 
to be sick with scabby mouth 
disease. 

“Tbe ministry had set up a 
special committee from the minis - 
tries of agriculture and supply 
and tbe ports corporation to su- 
pervise the tests on the imported 
sheep and samples; the 100 sheep 
subjected to the laboratory test 
revealed dissatisfactory results,” 
die reports said. 

“Only 10,000 heads of live 
sheep were destined for Jordan 
while the rest were bound for 
Saudi Arabia winch had already 
rejected the shipment becanse of 
the skin disease.” tbe report 
added. 

According to the ministry’s 
statement, spatial precautionary 
arrangements have been taken to 
prevent any of the imported Au- 
stralian sheep from entering the 
country and instead it was makin g 
arrangements for purchasing loc- 
al sheep through Jordanian mer- 
chants to meet the needs of the 
Jordanian markets. 

The press report said the 
Jor danian company entrusted 
with importing the meat had 
signed a $1.38 million deal for the 
transaction and the sheep arrived 
at Aqaba Tuesday. 

TTie report quoted Minister of 
Agriculture Suleiman Arabiyat as 
say ing the ministry will soon set 
up a new veterinary centre, at the 
port of Aqaba. 


Greek Orthodox property in 
Jerusalem at a time when the 
U.S. Congress has supported the 
Israeli expansionist plans in 
Jerualem, giving moral support 
for Zionist groups to go ahead 
with their plans to Judaise tbe 
Arab city, the communique said. 

It warned of new attacks 
ag a i n st the property of the Christ- 
ian communities, saying that the 
‘'Zionists are following the same 
method they followed when 
attacking Islamic shrines in Pales- 
tine. 

This method is based on shar- 
ing the roles between the extrem- 
ist groups and the so-called mod- 
erate groups.”' 

Tbe communique called for 
drawing op a comprehensive 
plan, considering holy places and 
national rights as an inseparable 
wbole, and for declaring any 
aggression on any of these shrines 
or any violation of these rights as 
an aggression on the whole enti- 
ty- 

Angry crowds in Jerusalem, 
beaded by the Greek Orthodox 
patriarch of Jerusalem, Friday 
staged a demonstration in protest 
against the occupation by Isradi 
settlers of buildings adjacent to 
the Church of Holy Sepulcbure. 

Al Nasrara (the Christian) 
quarter was a scene for a general 
strike which paralysed movement 
in tbe quarter. 

Arar: ‘No surprise 

Commenting on the event. 
Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Suleiman Arar said the 


The National 


usurpation by the Israeli author- 
ities of Christian property was not 
a surprise for him “since it has 
always been the case with Israel 
which does not respect neither 
the sanctity nor the holiness of 
holy places." 

Arar denounced the Israeli me- 
asures and the attack on the 
clergymen, who “enjoy love and 
respect from both our Muslim 
and Christian people.” 

Akram Zuaiter, chairman of 
the Royal Commission for Jeru- 
salem Affairs, said that the attack 
on the shrine is another evidence 
that Israel does not give any 
weight, when launching its 
attacks, to Muslims or Christians 
and does not differentiate be- 
tween followers of both faiths. 

Zuaiter added that the attack 
on tbe Greek Orthodox Datriarch 
harms the feelings of both 
Muslims and Christians. He cal- 
led for Muslim-Christian solidar- 
ity to counter this Zionist aggres- 
sion against holy places. 

Monsignor Raouf Najjar, presi- 
dent of Bethlehem University, 
called on the free world to contri- 
bute to establishing peace and 
denounced the aggression against 
the Christian property in Jeru- 
salem and described it as an 
inhuman act. 

Pledge of solidarity 

Heads of Christian communi- 
ties in Jordan have issued a state- 
ment condemning Israel's illegal 
actions in Jerusalem and Jewish 
settlers’ attempts to occupy pre- 
mises in tbe Christian quarter. 


The statement, issued by 
Bishop Elia Khouri on behalf of 
all Christian denominations, said 
that the Christians of Jordan 
“stand behind the Greek Ortho- 
dox patriarch and tbe rest of the 
clergy in the Holy City in abort- 
ing all settlers’ attempts to occupy 
Arab areas." 

The statement appealed to all 
peace-loving nations and worid 
organisations to denounce the 
Israeli attempts and the use of 
force against the clergy as a brutal 
practice committed against the 
heads of the Christian people of 
the Holy City. 

The statement paid tribute to 
the clergymen and citizens of 
Jerusalem for confronting the set- 
tlers and the Israeli force and 
foiling their attempt. 

The statement condemned the 
Israeli attempts as inhuman, im- 
moral and illegal and urged the 
Islamic, Christian and Arab 
countries alike to express their 
condemnation of Israel’s atroci- 
ties in the Holy City. 

ADC condemnation 

In a statement issued in Am- 
man. tbe ADC said: The 
American-Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee vehe- 
mently condemns the brutal 
assault against and forced dis- 
placement of Christian clergymen 
in Arab Jerusalem April 12 and 
views the action as part of the 
systematic pattern of hostile 
Israeli moves against all non- 
Jewish faiths in tbe Holy City." 

“The ADC sees the Israeli 


Charter is a positive 

d©en@<se D ®®v — Arar 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Speaker 
of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment has described the creation 
of a National Charter to organise 
political activity in the Kingdom 
as a clear indicator of tbe positive 
steps that would follow to en- 
hance the march of democracy in 
the country and to pave the way 
for the creation of political par- 
ties. 

Suleiman Arar told a press 
conference in Amman that the ■ 
proposed charter was boond to 
define the main principles and 
essential elements of democracy 
and would back tbe articles and 
the provisions of the Jordanian 
constitution. 

"The inclusion of 16 Lower 
House members and 11 senators 
in the Royal Commission to work 
out the National Charter is cause 
for deep satisfaction, but these 
parliamentarians have been 
selected as prominent figures rep- 
resenting various groupings in 
Jordan's society,” Arar said at 
the press conference. 

Called to report on Jordan’s 
participation in the International 
Parliamentary Union (IPU) 
meeting held recently in Cyprus. 


Arar said the pluralistic nature 
of tbe Royal Commission gives 
citizens hope that tbe National 
Charter would be of such a for- 
mula that would be most accept- 
able to the Jordanian people at 
large. 

Referring to Parliament’s stand 
vis-a-vis a recent visit to Amman 
by "a U.S. senate team. Arar said 
that a meeting between Jor danian 
and U.S. senators would have 
been useful bad there been time 
for such meeting in that the 
American visitors would take into 
consideration the Arab points of 
view concerning the city of Jeru- 
salem. 

He said that Parliament has 
condemned the UtS. senate’s 
approval of Israel’s annexation of 
the Arab city of Jerusalem as a 
hostile stand directed against the 
Arab Nation. 

“Tbe Jordanian parliamentary 
delegation to the IPU meeting in 
Cyprus has won support from 
various delegations for the Arab 
views concerning Jerusalem and 
the occupied Arab territories 
under Israeli rule." Arar said. 

He said that the Arab delega- 
tion to the conference succeeded 


in enlisting the world parlia- 
ment's condemnation of Israel’s 
continued occupation of Arab 
land. 

“Parliamentarians from va- 
rious nations have voiced their 
deep concern over the dangerous 
situation in the occupied Arab 
territories and Israel’s plans to 
settle Jews on Arab land in gener- 
al and Jerusalem in particular, 
since this contradicted all interna- 
tional principles and United Na- 
tions resolutions as well as the 
universal declaration of human 
rights,” Arar said. 

“The IPU conference called for 
a halt of Jewish settlements in 
Arab lands and underlined the 
importance of implementing 
U.N. resolutions. The IPU ear- 
lier called for an international 
Middle East peace conference to 
discuss the Arab-Israeli conflict 
and to find a lasting solution for 
the Palestinian problem,” Arar 
added. 

Furthermore, be said, the con- 
ference called for the Mediterra- 
nean Sea to be considered a zone 
for peace and security, free of all 
international conflicts and urged 


action as a direct consequence of 
the encouragement inherent in 
Resolution 106 adopted by the 
U.S. Senate on March 22. recog- 
nising Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel and upholding Israel’s 
claim to both West Jerusalem and 
East Jerusalem,” it said. The 
ADC, which rejects the resolu- 
' tion as a flagrant violation of long- 
standing official American policy 
on the status of Jerusalem and as 
another obstacle to peace efforts 
in the Middle East, calls upon the 
American Senate to rescind its 
politically-motivated resolution, 
which openly discriminates 
against Muslims, Christians and 
Arabs." 

“The ADC also sees the Israeli 
violence as further encouraged by 
the ongoing American-led efforts 
at the United Nations to rescind 
the General Assembly resolution 
which equates Zionism with rac- 
ism. Does anyone need any evi- 
dence that Zionism is racism 
when seen in light of the consis- 
tent Israeli policy of oppressing 
the religious rights of Muslims 
and Christians living in Jeru- 
salem, the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip and of systemati- 
cally violating the sanctity of Isla- 
mic and Christian holy places 
there? 

“The ADC further calls foT 
immediate international protec- 
tion for Christian as well as Mus- 
lim holy places in Arab Jerusalem 
and elsewhere in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. Such 
international protecton be pro- 
vided under the aegis of the 
United Nations." 


'rs-r \ Vh»_, 
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Sule iman Arar 

all major powers to withdraw 
their fleets from the Mediterra- 
nean Sea. 

“Tension in that sea, the con- 
ference said, would not end with- 
out a lasting and just solution to 
tbe Middle East problem and the 
restoration of the Palestinian 
people's rights in their own 
homeland," Arar added. 

Arar announced that Jordan 
will take part in an Arab Par- 
liamentary Union extraordinary 
meeting to be held in Baghdad, 
April 18 to discuss external 
threats dircctei against the Arab 
Nation. 


PLO urges qualitative shift 


(Continued from page 1) 

Hourani conceded that Moscow 
was “respooding to the Palestinian 
fears’* over Soviet Jewish immigra- 
tion to Israel. He did not elaborate. 

At the same time, be said, his 
criticism of the Soviet Unin did not 
exonerate the United States from its 
responsibility in the issue. “In fact, 
tbe American dme is doubled. For, 
after all, it was Washington which 
pressured the Soviet Union into 
allowing Jewish migration and limited 
the number of Soviet immigrants to 
tbe U.S.,” be said. “What are the 
Arabs going to do to counter the 
American move?” he challenged- 

He lamented what be described as 
the lack of adequate Arab action to 
counter Soviet immigration to Israel. 
“Where is tbe Arab reaction what are 
' the Arabs doing about the issue?” be 
asked. 

Honrani, however, said despite 


Palestinian frustration the PLO was 
stfll committed to its peace strategy 
and that there was no immediate plan 
to convene a session of the Palestine 
National Council (PNC). 

“There is no plan to hold a PNC 
and there ts no change in policy which 
warrants a PNC meeting at this 
stage,” he said. 

Hourani, who arrived together with 
PLO Executive Committee member 
Mahmoud Abbas from Egypt, said 
that their talks in Cairo had suc- 
ceeded in containing the differences 
which emerged after a guerrillla 
attack cm an Israeli bus in Egypt. 
Following the incident, tbe Egyptian 
media, mostly state-owned, launched 
criticism of the PLO for what they 
described as its slow reaction to the 
attack which threatened to under- 
mine peace efforts. “We have agreed 
with the Egyptian officials that in 
future all problems would be tackled 
in a brotherly spirit," Hourani told 
tbe Jordan Times Friday. 


Anti-drug society 
will be constitute 


AMMAN (Petra) — A group of 
Arab and Jordanian intellectuals 
have requested tbe government 
to set up a society for the protec- 
tion from the dangers of drugs 
and narcotics, and the Prime 
Ministry has referred the request 
to the concerned government de- 
partments for action, according 
to an announcement here Friday. 

Dr. Tareq Al Haliq, member 
of the society’s constitutent 
assembly, said that tbe group 


plans to carry out activities de- 
signed to stem the use of drags 
and narcotics and to contribute to 
plans for providing protection to 
society from drugs . in cooperation 
with public and private organisa- 
tions operating in Jordan. 

He said that the society would 
seek legislation to back their 
activities and proper actions to 
protect the society from dangers 
resulting from drags. 


Shamir voices confidence 


(Continued from page 1) 

everything is lost,” Peres told 
Israel Radio. 

Israeli media reported there 
were grumblings in Labour that 
Peres should be replaced by the 
party’s number two, Yitzhak 
Rabin, who gained popularity 
among voters as a hardline de- 
fence minister. 

Rabin was the last holdout in 
Labour for continuing tbe party's 
coalition with Likud that col- 
lapsed March 15. Labour en- 
gineered the fall after Likud re- 
fused to accept U.S. Middle East 
peace proposals. 

Shamir, meanwhile, said in a 
newspaper interview that be was 
convinced Peres would not be 
able to form a coalition by the 
time his mandate expires April 
26. 

“I was certain that Peres will 
not succeed to form a govern- 
ment, what happened this week 
did not change my opinion.” said 


Shamir, who serves as caretaker 
prime minister. 

“I think I have a chance to 
form a government when I re- 
ceive the mandate.” Shamir said 

Peres' was given three weeks to 
form a new government by Presi- 
dent Chaim Herzog March 20. 
His time was extended by two 
weeks Wednesday after defectors 
from Agudat Israel robbed him of 
a majority. 


Qasem 


(Continued frtuc page 1) 
consultations among tbe leaden 
of tbe four-member Arab Coop- 
eration Council (ACC) and two 
weeks before a scheduled visit to 
the Syrian capital by Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

Tbe Egyptian leader will be 
paying his first visit to Syria after 
Cairo and Damascus resumed di- 
plomatic relations two months 
ago following 2 30-year hiatus. 


. ATTRACTIVE POSITION 

A leading international firm in the Middle East has a 

vacancy for a candidate with following qualifications: 

— MBA graduate preferably from an American 
University. 

— Five years experience in a management position 
in a financial institution (Insurance/Banking). 

— Extensive exposure in credit analysis and risk 
assessment. 

— Directly involved in decision making. 

— Strong analytical skills and good communication 
abilities. 

— Career oriented and objective driven. 


Candidates are requested to send their CVs at 
following address: 

General Manager 
P.G. Box 121 
Amman, Jordan. 

Applications will be treated with utmost confiden- 
tiality. 
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Chapter of Jerusalem 

SENATOR Robot Dole’s statement on Jerusalem in Israel 
Friday is very significant, first, its timing, which came right 
alter his meeting with Yitzhak Shamir, assumes great 
importance, since the senator bad jest fimsbed talking to the 
Israeli prime minkiw telling him of his new position on the 
issue. Second, Dole’s statement bespeaks a change of heart 
on the part of the Republican leader and presumably also 
his delegation on the Jerusalem debacle that is called 
Resolution 106 by the U-S. Senate. 

Where and bow the change of heart happened is stm 
unclear yet What we do know for sure though that it started 
shaping np as the U-S- senators left the Royal Palace 
Wednesday evening after their dinner and talks with His 
Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. 

The U.S. senators had also beard from die other Arab 
leaders whom they met with during their whirlwind tour in 
the area, and after the lawmakers had realised the foDy of 
their House’s action in adopting Resolution 106. 

The change of heart might have been a tactical move by 
Senator Dole, be being the high-strung and experienced 
politician that he is, to put pressure on S hamir to be more 
flexible in his postion vis-a-vis the peace process. 

In any case the reversal of position by Dole and company,' 
significant as it is, should not be viewed as a salvation by the 
Arabs, or a point at which all our differences with the U.S. 
Congress have vanished. Let ns first make sure that when be 
goes back to Washington, the U.S. senators will actually 
undertake to translate their words into action. Then let us 
see whether Dole can succeed in reversing the infamous 
resolution in the Senate or stop it from reac hi ng the floor of 
the House of Representatives. Last, but not least, let us 
watch out for those Middle East-naive politicians in the U.S. 
Congress, and make sore that they do not unnecessarily 
follow the lead of the Israeli lobby each time it wants to pot 
its foot m its mouth or that of the U.S. congressman. 

Senator Dole’s new position on Jerusalem, and his 
insistence on his proposal to deprive Israel of five pa- cent of 
its financial and economic allocations from the UJ5. 
treasury, are unmistakable positive indications that all hope 
is not lost in the viability of U-S. brokerage in the area. That 
is not to say that the development is a final victory for Arab, 
especially Jordanian, diplomacy and popular action. Nor is 
it an Irreversible loss for the Israelis. What ft means — the 
U.S. episode and counterepisode — is that the Arabs are 
indeed vulnerable but that they can matter and be effective 
when they act. And ft also means that the Israelis and their 
proteges in Washington will not easily give up playing their 
dirty game with the Americans. 

What we have just witnessed in the Middle East is another 
lesson in history in the chapter of Jerusalem. 
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The occupation of a Greek Orthodox church building in Arab 
Jerusalem Thursday occurred while a U.S, Congress team was 
visiting the holy city, and it came in the wake of His Majesty King 
Hussein’s dear warning that peace and sanctity of the holy places 
are being tampered with by the Zionist enemy, said Al Ra’l 
Arabic daily in its editorial Friday. The paper said the usurpation 
of a religious building belonging to the Arab Christian communi- 
ty in Arab Jerusalem for the settlement of Jewish immigrants and 
settlers, can be part of the ongoing process of consolidating 
Israel's hold on the Arab part of the city, which is bound to lead to 
farther acts of violence and further tension. The paper said that 
King Hussein drew the congressmen's attention to the fact that 
using the holy city as a ploy in the political gambit was a 
dangerous development and a serious tampering with peace 
because the holy city symbolises peace among nations. The 
settlement of Jews in Arab Jerusalem was preceded by a U.S. 
Senate support for Israel’s annexation of the holy city, which 
means that the U.S, Senate shoulders responsibility for the 
bloody events and the tension, and all that result from such 
dangerous decision, the paper pointed out. King Hussein, said the 
paper, has wanned the U.S. Senate and the U.S. administration 
against such actions, and against Jerusalem being used as a means 
for escalating tension in the region. 


A columnist in Al Ra'i daily newspaper expresses deep dissatis- 
faction with the Soviet Union's submission to the wilJ of world 
Zionism and the United States over the question of Jewish 
emigration, and says that to achieve perestroika, Moscow had to 
pay -a heavy price. Gorbachev has accepted the terms and the 
conditions of the United States and its allies which demanded that 
Moscow gives human rights to the Jews under its rule, says Bader 
Abdul Haq. The writer said all of a sudden, the Soviet Jews who 
had been under suspicion in their original country have now 
turned into a tool for falling Arabs and Palestinians since they are 
forced to go to Palestine and settle there under orders from world 
Zionism. Before the perestroika, Soviet Jews were Allowed to 
emig rate; and most of them went to Europe, Canada and the 
United States, but now the situation is totally different; since as 
part of the package deal with Moscow, all the Jews are forced to 
goto Palestine and settle on Arab territory, the writer notes. Both 
the perestroika of President Gorbachev and the United States are 
pushing the Soviet Jews to the battlefield, to fuel the Arab— 
feraeti conflict and to quench the thirst of the world Zionist 
leaders, the writer adds. The writer also points out that All Arab 
countries' peaceful approach, and their endeavours to win the 
favour of major nations of the world are futile because no one is 
listening to the Arabs; and indeed the big nations' attitude seems 
to say: go to hell... or drink sea water... which is what the Arabs 
are doing right now. 
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Nation in grave daiiger, salvation is bitter 


IN THE previous article. 1 
indicated that the time might 
be ripe for an historical dis- 
memberment of the Fertile 
Crescent and its atomisation 
and balkanisation by a com- 
bination of an fsraeli-Iranian 
power alliance. An alliance en- 
tered into in the year 538 B.C. 
when Cyrus the Great of Persia 
sponsored ihe Jews and allied 
himself with them. An alliance 
that was revived twelve hun- 
dred years later when the Per- 
sians. in the seventh century 
A.D. and just before the ad- 
vent of Islam, occupied the 
area with the help of twenty 
thousands Jewish fighters. If 
lran-gate demonstrated any- 
thing. it is that Iran, and re- 
gardless of who rules it. is 
willing to cooperate, even 
allies itself with Israel. 

Both nations, Iran and Israel 
have enormous resources to 
draw upon. Most importantly, 
they have an aggressive though 
dynamic ideology, leadership 
and organisation. Furth- 
ermore. and perhaps above all 
else, they have the will: the 
combined will to use their pow- 
er and energy to achieve their 
ends. Both are viewed, and 
view themselves as strategic 
Western allies and both think 
they have scores to settle with 
the Arabs. 

By contrast, we stand alone, 
our position weakening, rather 
than strengthening, with the 
passage of time. And now. 
with the abandonment of the 
Soviet Union of its previous 
posture as a superpower, espe- 
cially in the region, our posi- 
tion is further exposed. The 
West in general, and the Un- 
ited States in particular, seem 
to become further and further 
estranged from us and more 


and more captive of the Zionist 
' power manipulation of its local 
politics. 

While this is not to be a 
complete catalogue of our 
weaknesses or strengths — and 
we have both — mention of 
some should be made if for 
norhing but contrast. We lack 
not only the unified, combined 
leadership but the will as well. 
We do not seem to be able to 
agree on either ideology or the 
broad outlines and goals of our 


lives and societies. We have 
neither discipline nor organisa- 
tion. and the only thing we 
seem to agree upon is further 
disagreement. Wer~ meet, we 
‘pass resolutions.' elaborate 
plans and then we proceed to 
ignore them as soon as the ink 
dries. Not only have other peo- 
ple despaired of us or our 
seriousness, but our people de- 
spair of themselves too. How 
often do we hear it being said 
disparagingly by us about 


ourselves "Aren’t we 
Arabs?” As if that is some- 
thing nefarious, inferior. 

We need to be serious about 
■ourselves and our problems. 
We cannot go on like this 
forever especially in view of 
the imminent danger from 
those around us. How can we 
be serious as a people unless 
our leaders become more se- 
rious in tackling our problems 
and addressing the host of 
issues and challenges facing 


us? It is thus that the greatest 
challenge remains to be how 1 to 
overcome our own maladies. 
We need leaden who are com- 
mitted: committed to seriously 
tackling our problems and not 
merely appearing to be doing 
so in the hope that time will 
bring something else. Thus far . 
the something else that follows 
what once was, has always 
been worse. 

Is it not true though sad. 
very sad, to say that the condi- 
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lion of the Arabs, individual', 
and collectively was better off 
in 1 948 Shan it is now m 1990? 
What happed 10 05 * R 
meanwhile and how and why 
have wc failed? Why fcmt we 
not. been abic to produce the 
kind of response, the lead- 
ership equal fo the task? The* 
3 re not luxurious questions but 
an attempt at diagnosing mw 
condition in the hope of find- 
ing a remedy. 

The fi.sl stop is to rebuild 
our confidence m ourselves, in 
our nation. »nir culture and iwi 
ir. the manner of distracting the 
attention cKe*hcre as wc have, 
been used to. but to trul* 
tackle the issues of wit Jive*. 
We must learn that »t t.iwrt 
get mercy in this metcilcvs 
world and’ that right cannot be 
protected while men arc on 
their knees. Wc m»! teach cur 
children how to solve prob- 
lems. how to think not merely 
to memorise formulae. The , 
world of rhe twenty and the 
twenty-first century is not of 
our making and we have to 
teach our children their ways. 
That. afteT a committed lead- 
ership is the second tact or that 
may lead to our salvation. 
With leadership and proper 
education comes not only she 
identification of puiblcms and 
the assessment of the situation* 
hut solutions and alternative 
future scenarios. Thai is orga- 
nisation. Once organisation 
protected by institutions and 
laws, not the whims of inspired 
leaders, is established, di*-ci- 
plinc and order will enter our 
lives and the light at the end of 
the tunnel will appear. 

That h the only way out: the 
only way to pi event the fate 
that those around us are pre- 
paring for us. 


Secret files on 
Swiss citizens 
trigger uproar 


Open border brings Austrians, Czech together 


By Haims Neuerbourg 

The Associated Press 

BERN, Switzerland — The re- 
tired managing editor of a liberal 
Swiss newspaper was not pleased 
to receive wind that fads political 
reputation is untarnished. 

Paul C. Sc ha ffr ot h is among 
the half-million Swiss and foreign 
nationals who were kept under 
surveillance by Swiss police. He 
demanded his official file and got 
a dean bill of political health. 

The existence of the files was a 
secret until last November, when 
the surveillance practice was dis- 
closed by a Swiss parliamentary 
commission. 

“These methods are unworthy 
of our democracy,” Schaffroth, 
69, said in an interview with the 
Associated Press. "I feel angry 
and concerned.” 

Justice Minister Arnold Koller, 
currently the Swiss president, was 
another prominent figure listed in 
the files. 

Koller called the surveillance 
methods "unacceptable and 
amateurish" but argued that the 
practice originated in the . cold 
war and was similar to those used 
in other countries. 

Wend of the files triggered an 
uproar in tins country of 6.5 
million, which takes pride in 
being an island of tranquility in a 
troubled world. 

What Koller concedes is "deep 
crisis of confidence” now 
threatens to overshadow next 
year’s events marking the 700th 
anniversary of Switzerland, one 
of die world's oldest democra- 
cies. 

“Snooping state" has become a 
widely used reference in the Swiss 
press. 

Artists and writers have 
warned they may refuse to help 
preparations for next year's 
jubilee. There have also been 
calls for a boycott of a national 
census planned next December. 

"What made us deserve a state 
which is so unsure of itself that its 
concern for security becomes pa- 
1 ranoid?” Adolf Muschg, a prom- 
inent Swiss novelist, asked at a 
protest rally in Bern last month. 

More than 300,000 people so 
far have asked the federal pro- 
secutor’s office for copies of their 
file cards, if they exist Answer- 
ing the letters will take 'at least 
until the end" of this year. 

The government is under press- 
ure to release the frill dossiers on 
which the file cards are based, 
and officials warn that mil take 
many more months. 

Schaffroth, formerly of Der 
Bund newspaper in Bern, is 


among less .than 30.000 people 
who have received an answer to 
date. 

More than two decades of state 
surveillance established, among 
other things, that be was once 
invited by toe Chinese embassy to 
watch a movie on panda bears. 

Schaffroth ’s file also notes that 
he once took part in' a press trip 
to China, and that as a city 
councillor in charge of police he 
once received a letter on toe visit 
of a Soviet delegation. 

Published excerpts of other 
files suggest surveillance focused 
on contacts with left-wing circles 
and travels to Communist coun- 
tries. 

Further disclosures of secret 
files both in the justice and de- 
fence ministries have added heat 
to the debate. They include “sus- 
pects” who were to be interned or 
restricted in movement in case of 
war or tensions. 

Particularly startling was the 
discovery in the justice ministry 
of data on thousands of foreign 
children who vacationed in 
Switzerland in the early postwar 
years under a Red Cross charity 
programme. 

Hubert Bucher, secretary 
general of the Swiss Red Cross, 
said the records were turned over 
to the government because of 
lack of space. He denied official 
suggestions that toe Red Cross 
had offered them for posable use 
by Swiss counterintelligence. 

“A storm of mistrust is sweep- 
ing the country," Defence Minis- 
ter Kaspar Villi get told a con- 
gress of his conservative radical 
Democratic Party last month. 

An editorial in toe influential 
conservative newspaper Neue 
Znencher Zcitung spoke of a 
“brutal disillusionment” of 
citizens. 

The Independent . Easier 
Zeitung said the files reflect “the 
reverse side of our national char- 
acter this proverbial tidiness, this 
efficiency, this zeal once un- 
leashed... can torn into unscrupu- 
lous fulfilment of duty..." 

The scandal has been the prime 
topic in letters to the nation’s 
newspapers since January. Re- 
cently there has been a backlash, 
with many defending surveillance 
— for example as a means of 
crime control. 

Others have taken a mocking 
view. One woman suggested that, 
to ease toe government's burden, 
aQ citizens should keep a file on 
themselves and regularly send it 
to authorities. Another suggested 
that all dossiers be burned in a 
huge bonfire marking toe 1991 
anniversary. 


By Thalia Griffiths 
Renter 

GMUEND, Austria — For 40 
years, toe Austrian and Czechos- 
lovak officers guarding toe “Iron 
curtain" border at this rural town 
resolutely faced in opposite direc- 
tions. 

The new Prague government 
began dismantling border forti- 
fications last December as part of 
sweeping democratic reforms, 
and toe Czechoslovaks now come 
over to give their Austrian col- 
leagues a hand with translating 
for travellers. 

“This is how “Tve always im- 
agined ray border post should 
be,” head officer Werner Mini- 
bold said. He proudly showed a 
coiled length of the old barbed 
wire frontier barrier, a present 
from his colleagues from Ceske 
Veleaice, on toe Czechoslovak 
saide. 

Under Czechoslovakia’s pre- 
vious Communist government, 
the people of Ceske Velenice 


Mutt*n*Jeff 


needed special permits to live in 
toe border region and were con- 
stantly under police observation. 

"ft wasn’t so bad in the interior 
but we lived with it every day," 
said Mayor Jan Hofbauer. 

Gmuend developed during toe 
Habsburg era as an industrial 
centre at the halfway point on toe 
railway between Vienna and 
Prague. 

Under toe 1919 treaty of Sl 
G ermain, Czechoslovakia was 
given the area round the mam 
station and the junction where 
the lines to Ceske Budejovice and 
Prague divide. 

After World War U, Czechos- 
lovakia expelled some three mil- 
lion ethnic Germans from its Su- 
detenland border regions, includ- 
ing -Ceske Velenice. Among 
them was Gmuends Mayor 
Alfred Drach, then aged nine, 
who says the older generation still 
harbours some bitterness. 

The Sudeten Germans, many 
of whom settled in Austria, 
were forced to leave land they 


bad inhabited for centuries with 
only their personal bel ongi n g s. 

“As the mayor of tins town I 
must we l c ome what was happened 
but l ean never be so euphoric 
myself. It will take another 30 or 
40 years for the scars tro heal." 
Drach said. 

But many people on both sides 
of the border are eager to renew 
old ties. Seven Czech courses in 
Gmuend’ s evening school are ful- 
ly booked. The German spoken 
in Ceske Velenice has been 
learned from years of watching 
Austrian television news. 

“My parents spoke two lan- 
guages and for them Ceske Bude- 
joyke was the nearest big town," 
said Drach. “My generation was 
the first that never looked across 
the border.” 

But the open border has also 
brought its problems. “We’ve 
seen shoplifting and also orga- 
nised crime," Drach said. “And 
unfortunately our people don’t 
always behave well, either. 

“In Ceske Vetemce a glass of 


beer costs one twentieth of wh 
it does here and people, are goto 
over, having a few too many ar 
getting into trouble." 

The Czechoslovak aolhoritv 
Juasfe had to ban Food exports ar 
make petrol available to fori 
igners only for coupons to pr 
vent Austrians worsening exisfir 
shortages by loading their ea 
with cheap, subsidised goods. 

The Ceske Velenice hairdre 
ser is still doing brisk busines 
offering a cut for just 15 crowi 
(90 cents) 

The open border has so h 
brought crowds to Gmuend bt 
not many shoppers. “Traders sat 
their profits were actually dow 
in December because it was s 
crowded that the locals went else 
where to shop," Drach said. 

But the owner of toe electrics 
shop in the main street is euphen 
ic. “For us it's great. Before i 
was dead here. The Czechs bu 
mostly radio cassette players bu 
also deep fryers, televisions 
videos and mircowaves.” 



Andy Capp 











^ Fake medicines 
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in Nigeria 


By MkfaeUe Fan! 

The Associated Press 

LAGOS — Many expertly pack- 
aged fakes are found in Nigeria's 
marketplaces some are deadly — 
■ hundreds of people die each year 
after taking counterfeit medi- 
cines. 

Street vendors tap insistently 
on windows of cars stalled in 
Lagos’ traffic jams to hawk the 
counterfeit drags. Many licensed 
and unlicensed drag stores stock 
the fakes. 

“It's impossible to say how 
many people have been killed by 
adulterated medication. Bat in 
just one week last year, 10 of my 
patients died in Lagos alone,” 
said Dr. John Abunbofa Kuti, a 
British-trained endocrinologist 
who is president of the Diabetic 
Association of Nigeria. 

“The morbidity rate is very, 
very serious,” said Dr. S.H. 
Brew-Graves of Ghana, the 
World Health Organisation's 
Nigeria representative. He con- 
firmed that hundreds of Nigerians 
are killed by phony drugs each 
year. 

The U.N. agency estimates 40 
to SO per cent of drugs available 
in Nigeria are fake or substan- 
dard, Brew-Graves said. 

Inefficiency and corruption en- 
demic in this West African nation 
prevent authorities from baiting 
unauthorised local production. 

Efforts by pharmaceutical com- 
panies and the military govern- 
ment only have slowed down 
supply lines from Taiwan, Korea, 
Singapore. 

Most dangerous are those 
drugs masquerading as insulin, 
anti-malaria, medicine and anti- 
biotics. Tropical diseases are 
common among tbe 100 million 
people in Nigeria Africa’s most 
populous nation. 

Professor Olikoye Ransome- 
Kmi, Nigeria's health minister, 
said babies suffering from Malar- 
ia are particularly endangered. 
“Tbe disease puts them at terrible 
ride. If they do not get the correct 
medication in exact dosages, they 
die." 

Abimbola Kuti, describing 
ways of adulterating insular; said: 
‘These killer merchants do ev- 
erything from diluting the vials 
with water, to pasting fake labels 
on insulin that has expired as long 
as 10 years ago, or simply fining 
vials with anything but insulin.” 

He said an education campaign 
by die Health Ministry and health 
organisations has made Nigerians 
aware of the danger. But often, 
he said, people buy fakes in an 
attempts to save money. 

Nigerians joke about being 
“saped” under a structural 
adjustment programme that has 
slashed the value of the naira 
currency and multiplied costs of 
imports, including genuine drugs. 

“One of my patients earns 280 
naira ($35) a month. He should 


spend 150 naira ($19) a month on' 
tnsufin. So he buys fake insulin 
which costs 15-20 naira ($2 to 
$2 JO) a vial instead of 45 naira 
($5.70).” 

Abimbola Kuti said his associa- 
tion uses privately raised funds to 
give insulin to poor diabetics. 
“But we hardly scratch the sur- 
face. I feel like each person I turn 
away, I am sending to their 
death.” 

Hucksters also are selling di- 
abetics counterfeits of tablets to 
test die sugar level in urine. 
Abimbola Kuti said many of the 
fakes resemble diabanes, a brand 
of Pfizer Products Ltd., a subsidi- 
ary of (he New York-based com- 
pany. 

Pfizer marketing manager Sam 
J. Ohuabunwa said the company 
has spent more than $50,000 last 
year to protect its products, but 
said 20 to 25 per cent of tbe 
supposed diabanes tablets avail- 
able in Nigeria were substandard 
or fake. 

“Bat it has declined since phar- 
maceutical companies took pre- 
ventive measures and the govern- 
ment introduced stiff fines and 
jail sentences,” he added. 

Tbe government last year out- 
lawed counterfeiting medicines, 
introducing penalties of a fine up 
to 1,000 naira ($126.58) and-or 
imprisonment for up to one year. 

Abimbola Kuti is campaigning 
for tougher punishment. 

“These people are Itillera. They 
deserve the maximum penalty — 
life imprisonment,” he said. 

Pfizer has imported machines 
to make tamper-proof packaging. 
It also employed detectives to 
hunt down culprits, Ohuabunwa 
said. 

“Many people have been 
arrested, tried, and jailed or 
fined, but only the middle-men,” 
he said. “We have never been 
able to trap the manufacturers.” 

Ohuabunwa accused the gov- 
ernment of responding too 
slowly. / 

“When our detectives bracked 
down distributors initially, the 
police refused to prosecute. They 
said it was a civil case.” 

“The government only took 
action when some very important 
Nigerian dignitaries died from 
taking fake medications.” 

He said Nigerians -were flying 
to Far Eastern countries such as 
Taiwan, South Korea and Singa- 
pore to buy fake drugs. 

Ransome-Kuti said that avenue 
has not been Mocked. “I believe 
port officials and customs officers 
who are supposed to test drugs 
collude with tbe importers,” the 
minister said. 

One of the government's, more 
effective weapons is raids on drug 
stores, which began this year. 

At least two Lagos stores were 
shut down for selling fake and 
substandard medication tbe first 
week in April. 


Car collectors’ 
dream in Sofia 


By Colin McIntyre 
Reuters 

SOFIA — Anyone interested in 
buying one of the world’s most 
exclusive cars, able to seat nine, 
weighing two tonnes and using 30 
litres of petrol per 100 
kilometres, should head for 
Sofia. 

In an austerity move the Bulga- 
rian government is selling off its 
fleet of Soviet-built Chaika 
limousines, the black, lace- 
curtained monsters used only by 
senior Communist Party officials 
and visiting dignitaries until the 
hardline regime fell last Novem- 
ber. 

With its eight-cylinder, six-litre 
motor, its body-work modelled 
on American cars of the chrome- 
laden 1950s, and its caveraeous 
interior, the virutally hand-built 
Chaika is a collectors' dream. 

“We’re getting quite a lot of 
interest from abroad, particularly 
from the United States and West- 
ern Europe," Georgi Nikolov, 
who is running the sale, told 
Reuters. The U.S. dollar price 
was “in five figures." he said, 
without specifying. 

For 30 years, since the model 
first appeared in 1962, the vision 
of an approaching Chaika, in 
Bulgaria and elsewhere in East 
Europe, was the- signal for police 
to leap into the - road and stop all 
traffic to allow it to pass. 

“So this is what caused our 
traffic chaos,” a Bulgarian mur- 


mured as he was able to carry out 
his first close inspection of the 
exclusive car in a former secret 
police garage where dozens are 
on show during April. 

The government, faced with a 
budget deficit of $500 million and 
a $10 billion foreign debt, has 
decreed that in future only the 
nation’s top four officials are 
entitled to a limousine. 

The rest will have to make do 
with more modest Soviet-built 
Volga and Lada saloons. 

The government is also selling 
off a large fleet of recent-model 
Mercedes cars used by senior 
government and party officials, 
Nikolov said. 

However interest in these is 
expected to be limited to Bulga- 
rians with access to hard curren- 
cy, since the cars are not adapted 
to run on the lead-free petrol now 
becoming the norm in West 
Europe. 

The organisers are not expect- 
ing much domestic interest in the 
Chaikas. “It is a case of: Tf you 
ask about the petrol consump- 
tion, you can’t afford it’,” one 
official said. 

The government has not yet 
decided what to do with a number 
of exotic items such as a hunting- 
jeep "with an interesting political 
background,” as Nikolov put it. 

Former Bulgarian communist 
strong-man Todor Zhivkov, now 
in disgrace facing charges of cor-, 
ruption and abuse of power, was 
an avid hunter. 


Jordan Times 
TeL 667171 


Mother Teresa brought hope^’*®,* 
and dignity to the unwanted 


CALCUTTA (R) — Mother 
Teresa, whose resignation from 
her charitable order was 
announced Wednesday, brought 
hope and dignity to millions of 
poor, unwanted people with a 
simple message: “The poor must 
know that we love them.” 

To followers who regard her as 
a living saint, the tiny nun says 
with disarming simplicity that she 
is only doing God's work. 

The work that Mother Teresa 
began alone 40 years ago in the 
slums of Calcutta, India’s poorest 
and most populous city, grew to 
touch the hearts of people of all 
religions in as many as 80 coun- 
tries. 

The gentle but energetic mis- 
sionary who was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1979 said: 
“It gives me great joy and fulfil- 
ment to love and care for the 
poor and neglected. The poor do 
not need our sympathy and pity. 
They need our love and compas- 
sion.” 

The Vatican said Wednesday 
that Mother Teresa, fitted with a 
heart pacemaker last December. 


had resigned for health reasons a^ 
superior of her Missionaries of 
Charity order which runs more 
than 400 homes around the world 
for the needy. 

Mother Teresa believes that 
apart from poverty and hunger, 
the world's major problems are 
loneliness and neglect. 

“Loneliness is also a kind of 
hunger.” she once said, "hunger 
for warmth and affection. And 
this hunger is much more difficult 
to quench than the hunger for a 
piece of bread.” 

She often recalls a painful inci- 
dent in London when she met a 
destitute man sitting on the pave- 
ment. 

“I took his hand: It was so 
cold. When I asked him why, he 
replied: if you only knew how 
long it is since I felt human 
warmth*. That was one of the 
most agonising moments of my 
life.” 

Her Missionaries of Charity, 
the Roman Catholic religious 
order she founded in 1949. runs 
more than 400 homes for un- 
wanted children and the destitute 


in India and abroad. 

Mother Teresa was bom Agnes 
Goinxha Bejaxhiu to Albanian 
parents at Skopje, Yugoslavia, on 
Aug. 27. 1910. 

She attended a government 
school and was already deeply 
religious by the rime she was 12. 
At the age of 18 she became a 
Loretto nun. hoping to work at 
the order's Calcutta mission. 

She was sent to Loretto Abbey 
in Dublin and from there to India 
to begin her novitiate and teach 
geography at a convent school in 
Calcutta. 

She said her divine call to work 
among the poor came in Septem- 
ber 1946. “The message was quite 
dear.” she told one interviewer. 

“I was to leave the convent and 
help the poor while living among 
them. It was an order. I knew 
where I belonged.” 

The Vatican and the mother 
superior in Dublin approved and 
after intensive training as a nurse 
with American missionaries she 
opened her first Calcutta slum 
school in December 1949. 

She took the name of Teresa. 



after France’s Saint Therese of 
the Child Jesus. 

Mother Teresa set up her first 
home for the dying in a Hindu 
rest house in Calcutta after she 
saw a penniless woman turned 
away by a city hospital. 

Named “Nirmal Hriday” (Ten- 
der Heart), it was the first of a 
chain of 150 homes for dying 
destitutes, admitting nearly 
18,000 a year. 

When told she had won the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1979. she 
said characteristically: “I am un- 
worthy.” 


The message ©f 
Easter tills 


The Rev. Musa AcSeli 

ON SUNDAY, April 15, falls the most significant day of the Christian 
calendar. On this day millions of people around the world will 
celebrate the joyous anniversary of the resurrection of their Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ who sacrificed himself to show his love for man. 

In recent years the importance of this message of love and peace has 
taken on a new meaning as revolution from the Philippines to Eastern 
Europe have resulted from tbe suppression of human rights and the 
lack of this very love between men for which Christ died. So as we 
rejjtce with those who have rediscovered their freedom we must took 
closer to home to see whether or not the seeds cl discontent are 
present. 

These very human rights for which many have died include, 
amongst others, the fundamental right of all men to ww ship freely. 
A factor often overlooked during the recent troubles in Romania was 
foe rote played by foe desire for religious freedom. The bloody 
massacre of human life which led to the revolt in Romania resulted 
when government troops were ordered to halt protests over the 
removal of Pastor Lakes from his parish. 

For human rights to exist firmly it is of utmost importance that this 
vital human right to worship freely be protected. That means that all 
mm whether Christian, Mnstiis or Jew, should stand firmly together 
to safeguard each other’s freedom. Therefore on this Sunday, the 
Christian Easter, let the message of Christ, that of peace and love, be 
shared by all in mutual toleration and underst and i n g. 

Religi ous services in all Christian churches during the holy week are 
at 5 p.m. onwards tin Arabic). In En glish they run as fofiows at De la 
Sal Church Jabal Hussein: 

Holy Saturday (14-4-90) mass at 10:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday (15-4-90) mass at 5:00 p.m. 



Hie French Ptonlc energy commission has diversified its research into informatics and bio-medical te chniq ues etc. (Photo: Cie lat/REA) 


French 
do not 
question 
nuclear 
choice 

By Olivier Lord 

In October 1989, the French 
cabinet presented guidelines 
aimed at promoting electro- 
nuclear equipment and pre- 
serving the safety and quality 
of nuclear installations in 
France, preparing the renewal 
of equipment in order to re- 
main in control of the whole of 
the nuclear cycle, and adapting 
niirt^ar policy tO the pTDSpeCtS 
of the nodcar industry and the 
technological needs of the 
' country: • This provides the - 
opportunity to assess the func- 
tion of the French Atomic 
Energy Commission (Commis- 
sariat & rEnergje Atomique). 

The Atomic Energy Com- 
mission (CEA). created by de- 
cree on Oct. 18. 1945, is a 
public research and develop- 
ment establishment with a sci- 
entific. technological and in- 
dustrial and industrial voca- 
tion. It is the largest French 
research organisation in the 
nuclear field. 

Contrary-to j whatTs”happen- 
ing in other countries, the 
French hardly question the 
choice which has been made to 
develop nuclear energy which 
today provides France with 
three quarters of her produc- 
tion of electricity. 

In order to maintain this 
trust, the CEA intends to con- 
tinue its research with com- 
plete openness to the public, 
for instance on the matter of 
recycling plutonium which is 
pilling up in nuclear power 
stations, stocking radio-active 
waste, dismantling old installa- 
tions and choosing reactos for 
the future. 


The CEA group is made up 
of the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission and the CEA- 
Industrie company which 
groups together all the part- 
ners and subsidiaries of the 
public establishment. 

The CEA group, which is 
particularly interested in data- 
processing (with the com- 
panies of the C1SI group) and 
in bio-medical technology 
(with the Oris-Industrie com- 
pany and its subsidiaries), is. 
nevertheless, mainly directed 
towards the nuclear field from 


which it makes more than nine 
tenths of its turnover. 

The Cogfma subsidiary 
groups together all the activi- 
ties concerning the fuel cycle, 
from Uranium prospecting to 
the packaging of waste, and 
the Fra ma to me, Technicatome 
and STMI subsidiaries are 
mainly specialised in building 
power stations and reactors for 
driving naval vessels. 

The CEA group has experi- 
enced considerable growth 
over the last decade, thanks to 
the development of French 


nuclear programmes in civil 
and military areas. This en- 
abled it to achieve a turnover 
of 29.206 billion f rancs ( a 
third of which was obtained 
abroad). At the same time, the 
group devoted some seven bil- 
lion francs to investing in the 
industry. 

Thanks to close collabora- 
tion between its research units 
and its subsidiaries, it has 
achieved considerable tech- 
nological innovations and built 
very modern industrial in- 
stallations such as the plant at 


Tricastin (in the Rhene val- 
ley). intended for the isotopic 
separation of uranium, as well 
as the various units of the 
nuclear waste processing plant 
in La Hauge (on the Channel). 

However, today the CEA 
group has to meet the chal- 
lenge resulting from the con- 
siderable slowing-down in the 
demand for building new pow- 
er stations and for nuclear 
engineer. In order to get 
through this difficult period, 
the group has decided to con- 


centrate the activities of its 
subsidiaries on its essential 
business, to seek alliances with 
foreign partners, particularly 
American ones, and to de- 
velop new sectors such as 
optical electronics, lasers and 
electronic switching. 

Thanks to this triple 
strategy, the group thus aims 
to be in first place when the 
nuclear energy industry picks 
up again, which it forecasts in 
the long term — (L'Actualite 
en France). 






For all your: 

Parking ^ 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, _ 
Door-to-door Service, 

Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan • 
Tel. 604676. 604696 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 


1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

nkmnjFbmHtite 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m . 

6:30-Midnigbt 

TeL 638968 



| TEL : 621 775 FAX : 656 270 | 

TLX : 23 0 23 POB : 815 408 . 
1 AMMAN-JORDAN * 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 

Chinese Flaming por is available 

TMm away awffiWs 

Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-3:30 

WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic 

Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

\ Tel: 661922 / 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAIfOTEL 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


STUDIO HAIG 

\ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

sto 30% larger 

0 Free enlerge- 
meaat 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


/ CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Eterbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight / 



Saudi 

Real Estate 

RENTAL 687821 


OOAOO 


SALES 687822 
CALLSOHA 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex AirCaigo 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 

Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 
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ThrRejjencyPdkKe Huiel 


Dally Ramadan (ftar 

Buffet 

at Swimming Pool 

ALALMl 

Roof Top Restaurant 

JO 7.000 for adults 
JD 3300 for children 

For reservation 

call 680000-15 

QL 
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couM fa® in private hands 


MOSCOW (AP> — A top legisla- 
tor said that up to 70 per cent of 
die Soviet Union’s state-run eco- 
nomy could be turned over to 
private hands in reforms likely to 
begin next year. 

But Pavel Bunich, deputy 
chairman of a Supreme Soviet 
Committee on Economic Re- 
form, said Thursday he could 
not say whether the govern- 
ment will press hard enough to 
accomplish reforms of that mag- 
nitude. 


“If we want to take small steps, 
we will get nowhere but to a 
general collapse,'’ Bunich told a 
news conference. 

President Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev said earlier this week that 
be will meet Saturday with his 
Presidential Council and the 
Council of the Federation to hear 
the government's proposals for 
radical economic reform. 

He said that reforms previously 
scheduled to take effect in 1992- 
1993 — in a plan presented by 
premier Nikolai I. Ryzhkov just 
four months ago — should be 
moved up to this year and next. 


Bunich predicted that oppo- 
nents of such radical reform will 
complain loudly at the Supreme 
Soviet. But he said the reforms 
are likely to be approved, permit- 
ting them to go into effect in 
1991. 

“If we are talking about de- 
nationalisation, a boo, 70 per cent 
of the pubhc sector will cease to 
erist," Bunich said. “There are 
many people who want to buy 
shops, workshops and small en- 
terprises.” 

Such a shift would mean not 
only putting business in private 
hands, bot freeing up prices of 
goods produced and sold by the 
private sector, Bunich said. 

It also would cut drastically 
into the work of government 
ministries and the agencies that 
handle economic planning, pric- 
ing and supply, be said. 

Bunich told reporters that he 
did not favour a Polish-style 
“shock therapy” approach to eco- 
nomic reform, including a sudden 
freeing of prices, devaluation of 
the currency and rapid increases 
in unemployment. 

Public opposition and danger 


of social upheavals “is the main 
danger we arc facing here,” he 
said. 

Instead, he said economists are 
looking at an approach doser to 
Yugoslavia's, based on control of 
wages. 

That approach has cut the rate 
of inflation drastically in Yugosla- 
via this year, be said. "Prices are 
beginning to stabilise in Yugosla- 
via. We are ‘studying the Yugosla- 
via option,” he said. 

Asked whether Ryzhkov’s gov- 
ernment agrees on the need to 
return the majority of the eco- 
nomy to private bands, Bimicb 
said government ministers have 
"some exact formulas, but some 
of them are so porous that it’s just 
impossible to tell whether the 
government agrees or not.” 

After Ryzhkov’s government 
makes its proposals to Gorbachev 
this weekend, be is likely to 
address the Supreme Soviet 
legislature at the end of the 
month with a fnal blueprint of 
economic reform that will require 
new laws from the Supreme 
Soviet and directives from the 
Council of Ministers. 
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proposes changing 


into trade grouping 


GENEVA (R) — Canada said it 
would propose converting the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) into a ftilly- 
fl edged international institution 
to be called the World Trade 
Organisation. 

International Trade Minister 
John Crosbie told a news confer- 
ence Wednesday he had discus- 
sed the idea with the United 
States and the European Com- 
munity (EC ) and was raising it at 
an evening meeting with GATT 
Director-General Arthur Dunk- 
el. 

Crosbie said Canada expected 
substantia: results from GATT’s 
current 105-nation Uruguay 
round of negotiations to liberalise 
world trade. The talks are due to 
wind up'ia Brussels in December. 

“The conclusion of the Uru- 
guay round provides a unique 
opportunity to build a strong and 
vibrant world trade organisation 


equipped to deal with the new 
multilateral trade agreements and 
the challenges of the future,” be 
said. 

The idea of creating an interna- 
tional trade organisation goes 
back to the inception of GATT in 
1948. 


The plans were abandoned 
when it became clear that the 
organisation's charter would not 
be ratified by the U.S. Congress. 
The GATT, structured largely on 
parts of the draft charter, was left 
as the only international forum 
laying down niler. for world trade. 

The Uruguay round talks, 
named after the country where 
they were launched in 1986, are 
doe to conclude with a series of 
agreements intended to set trad- 
ing patterns for the next century 
in merchandise trade, and in new 
sectors such as service industries, 
investment measures and protec- 


tion of patents, trademarks, 
copyrights and other intellectual 
property rights. 

Crosbie said Canada would 
present details of the proposal at 
an informal meeting of trade 
ministers from 28 GATT member 
countries in Mexico April 18-20, 
and later submit it formally at 
Uruguay round negotiations m 
Geneva where GATT, which sets 
the rules for four-fifths of world 
trade, is based. 


Canada's aim was for prepara- 
tory work on its proposal to go 
ahead during the dosing months 
of the negotiations so that minis- 
ters would be able to agree to 
establish the proposed organisa- 
tion at the Brussels meeting in 
December. 

Detailed arrangements could 
be worked out during 1991, and 
the organisation could be set up 
in 1992, Crosbie said. 



ik s push billions 


of Latin nations 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil 
(AP) — Locked in battle with 
inflation, several Latin Amer- 
ican governments unwittingly 
have struck fear in the hearts of 
investors by seizing their 
accounts. 

Putting money in a Latin 
American bank is exciting but 
risky business. Returns canbe 
terrific — recently, in Brazil, 
105 per cent a month for a 
money-market fund. But a risk 
is that the government might 
seize the account. 

This is why Latins have an 
estimated $200 billion-pi os pri- 
vate money reportedly stashed 
away in Switzerland, the Baha- 
mas, Miami and other far-off 
spots. 

Latin leaders have appealed 
to citizens to bring their cash 
home. But recent government 
actions in this region, fraught 
with bitter memories, indicate 
there will be few takers. 

The latest Latin financial 
“earthquake,” as one news- 
paper termed it, occurred in 
Brazil in March. President Fer- 
nando Collor de Me Ilo, on his 
first full day in office, confis- 
cated, $115 billion worth of 
individual and corporate 
checking, savings and 
moneymarket accounts and 
bank certificates of deposit. 

CoUor de Mello said the 
drastic “liquidity reduction” 
was needed to bait record 
4,853 per cent annual inflation. 

Toe government permitted 
withdrawals of jest $2,200 for 
checking and savings accounts. 
Money market, mutual fund 
and CD- holders could draw 
only $600, or 20 per cent of 
their balance, whichever was 
greater. 

The government promised 
to pay tbs rest back in 18 
months, with interest 

The Brasilian leader said he 
was after “big speculators.” 
But the draconian measures in 
fact snared "millions of middle- 
class savers who saw their 
dreams of new cars or down 
payments on apartments sud- 
denly put on hold. 


Carlos Geraido Langoni, a 
former president of the Brazi- 
lian central bank, said “there’s 
no doubt that the measures 
seriously affected people's con- 
fidence in the focal savings and 
banking system. They farth- 
ered the belief that for Latin 


Americans, the only real finan- 
cial protection is the U.S. dol- 
lar or some other strong cur- 
rency." 

Clarice Pechman, a leading 
Brazilian expert on foreign ex- 
change, estimates Brazilians 
have more than $40 billion 
outside the country. 

“On the other hand,” Lan- 
goni said in an interview in 
Rio, where he now is a private 
consultant, “Brazil could not 
go on with four-digit infla- 
tion." He said, “if the new 
economic plan meets with total 
success, maybe it null erase the 
trauma.” 

Easy-going Brazilians tried 
to make the best of things. 
There even were jokes poking 
fun at Brazil's economy minis- 
ter, Zelia Cardoso de Meflo, 
who announced the bank- 
account confiscation. 

When an alligator was disco- 
vered in a pond in Rio’s Quinta 
da Boa Vista park, local resi- 
dents named it “Zelia.” 

Argentina, Mexico, Chile 
and Bolivia also have decreed 
“economic plans” that left 
ordinary savers stranded and 
distraught. This has largely sty- 
mied government efforts to get 
local investors to bring their 
money back from abroad. 

In January, Argentina, fac- 
ing 600-per cent-a-month- 
infiation, seized about $1.5 bil- 
lion worth of seven-day, high- 
interest bank Certificate of De- 
posits (CD) and converted 
them into 10-year government 
bonds. 

Argentines who don't want 
to wait until the year 2000 to 
get their money bade can sell 
off the bonds for cash. Bot 
they get only about 30 per cent 
of the original value. 

"They robbed me," said 
Raid Toed, the owner of a 
small Buenos Aires furniture 
factory, as he stood in tine at a 
bank that was handing oat free 
cups of coffee to customers 
agonising over thier confis- 
cated CDs. 

“I owe money for wood I 
bought I can't pay it. I have to 
close the factory and lay off my 
50 workers. Who wants coffee? 
I want my money.” 

“Never again will I put my 
money in a bank,” said Pedro 
Gianbaggi, a businessman who 
was allowed to withdraw the 
limit of one million austnds 
(about $500) from his blocked 
CD. 


Lucia Lattuada, another de- 
sperate Argentine depositor, 
said the promised government 
bonds “are good only for 
papering the wall.” 

Mexico, in 1982, snatched 
some $10 billion in U.S. dollar 
accounts in local banks, forc- 
ibly converted them into pesos, 
and then devalued the peso by 
30 per cent. Savers lost $3 
billion. 

“It was horrible,' U.S. 
embassy spokeswoman Donna 
Rojinsky recalled. 

Many Mexicans learned, the. 
hard way, it wasn’t safe to keep 
their money at home. Those 
near the border quickly 
opened accounts on the U.S. 
side or invested in real estate in 
Texas. 

■ Unofficial estimates say 
Mexicans have $100 billion 
outside the country. 

Recently, however, under 
the new, free market-oriented 
president Carlos Salinas de 
Gortari, about $2.5 billion to 
S3.5 billion in so-called “flight 
capital” has returned to Mex- 
ico. Peso bank accounts now 
pay 20 per cent interest a year 
— above the inflation rate. 

Bolivia in the 1980s tried to 
“undollarise” its economy. It 
confiscated formerly legal 
U.S. -dollar accounts and 
turned the balance into Boli- 
vianos, the local currency. 

The government claimed 
that at the official exchange 
rate, nobody lost anything. But 
out on the street, Botmanos 
supposedly worth a dollar 
fetched only 10 cents. 

The result was a rush to 
deposit in safer currencies 
overseas. 

In Chile, in the 1970s, when 
a military coup ousted the free- 
spending leftist government of 
President Salvador AUcnde, 
the ruling generals slapped a 
$200 limit on savings account 
withdrawals. 

But that restriction lasted 
just two years. Inflation 
down, and people actually 
were allowed to get their 
money batik. 

An exception to Latin 
American banking instability is 
tittle Uruguay. There, Swiss- 
style bank-secrecy laws are in 
effect. 

Of the estimated $60 billion 
in Argentine fends held out- 
side the country, some 2 hflHon 
are thought to be in neighbour- 
ing Uruguay. 


World Bank to give 
Bangladesh $275 million 


DHAKA (R) — Fund-starved 
Bangladesh is expecting $275 mil- 
lion from the World Bank soon to 
salvage its economy, hit by falling 
foreign-exchange reserves and 
other problems. 

Fuiiance Ministry officials said 
Friday a Bangladesh team, which 
returned home last week from 
Washington, “successfully 
negotiated with the World Bank 
officials for a $175 million 
financial-sector adjustment cre- 
dit." 

Actually Bangladesh sought 
$250 million for the financial s£c- 
toa,” one offidal'told Reuters. 

He said the World Bank also 
promised another $100 million 
loan for the energy sector at a 
meeting with Bangladesh officials 
last month. 

Both the credit proposals will 
be placed before the board of 
directors meeting of the Interna- 
tional Development Association, 
an affiliate or the bank, later this 
month or in May for approval. 

Before that Bangladesh has to 
fulfil several World Bank condi- 
tions including amendments to 
existing industrial policy and 
establishment of a loan recovery 


aunt, they said. 

The money is part of $330 
mOtion set aside for Bangladesh 
earlier but held up by the World 
Bank until certain conditions 
were meL 


Bangladesh's foreign-exchange 
reserves have dropped to $455 
mini on from 2.02 hflHon in Match 
last year, which is barely enough 
for one and a half months im- 
ports. 

The government attributed the 
fall mainly higher imparts, which 
registered a 43 per cent rise in the 
first half of fiscal 1989-90, ending 
next June. 


Finance Secretary Khorshed 
Alam said Thursday that an In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) team would visit Bang- 
ladesh next month to examine the 
country’s request for a $300 tnfl- 
Kon credit to ease its balance-of- 
payment and budgetary deficits. 

“Bangladesh’s budget deficit 
has now been brought down to 
8.5 billion taka ($250 million) 
from 11 biffion ($325 million) in 
last February,” Alam told jour- 
nalists Thursday. 


Finance Ministry officials said 
the IMF had earlier refused to 
negotiate with Bangladesh forth* 
credit for reasons that the country 
was being run with a “high 
budget deficit and other mac- 
roeconomic mismanagement.” 

The World Bank predicted 
Bangladesh would have higher 
current expenditure, which is 
now 85 per cent more than the 
level of 1986-87. 

“Bangladesh should make 
more stringent efforts to control 
the rapid growth of current ex- 
penditure such as wage increase 
and subsidies while directing ex- 
penditure into development- 
oriented activities,” a bank state- 
ment said earlier this year. 

President Hossam Mohammad 
■Ershad has ordered civil servants 
to cut down on foreign trips and 
lavish entertainment as part of a 
governenmt austerity drive. 

Ban g la de sh, with annual per 
capita income of only $170, has 
over $9 million in foreign debt 

Bangladesh receives $2 Union 
in economic aid annually to fi- 
nance its development prog- 
rams ms and millions more as 
disaster relief. 


Britain’s inflation soars 


LONDON (R) — Britain's infla- 
tion rate, the conservative gov- 
ernment’s main enemy in its bat- 
tle to improve the economy, rose 
sharply to 8.1 per cent in March 
and economists said future pros- 
pects looked bleak. 

The retail price index, Britain's 
main measure of inflation, rose to 
8.1 per cent in March from 7.5 
per cent in the previous month — 
the highest level for nine mouths. 

Economists said the rise was 
higher titan expected and further 
price increases and high pay 
claims would cast further gloom 
over the economy. 

Roger Bootle, chief economist 
at i n v estment bankers Midland 
Montagu, said inflation was dis- 
turbing. 

“It’s a very bad figure. What’s 
really worrying is that the under- 
lying rate: Excluding mortgages 
(home loans), has also gone up,” 
he told British Television. 

The inflation rate excluding 
home loans, the government’s 
preferred measure of inflation, 
rose to 6.3 per cent from 63. per 
cent in February — the highest 
since 1983. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
John Major said in his budget 


speech last month that a new poll 
tax would add a further one per 
cent to inflation in April. 

The poll tax, a levy on every 
adult to pay for focal government 
services, has sparked violent pro- 
tests throughout the country and 
riots in London. 

Some economists said the poll 
tax, higher excise duties, weaker 
sterling and public utility price 
rises could push April’s inflation 
figures to 9.5 per cent or even 
higher. 

Opposition Labour Party Fi- 
nance spokesman John Smith 
told the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC): “Inflation 
isn’t a blip. It has become a 
serious damaging factor in the 
British economy and it is going to 
remain high for the rest of this 
year.” 


alternative to the pofl tax. 

Unemployment in March fell 
6,800 to 1,600,000, according to 
government figures released 
Thursday but Employment 
Secretary Michael Howard 
warned the number of unem- 
ployed could rise. 

“Unemptojgment could level 
off in the commg months and may 
rise, although modi depends on 
the behaviour of wage bargain- 
ing," he said. 

Average annual earnings in 
Britain rase in March to 95 per 
oent, new figures showed, adding 
to fears among British business 
leaders of a summer of industrial 


A poll in the weekly Economist 
magazine showed more than half 
of British economists surveyed 
said Labour would be good for 
the economy. 

Forty-five per cent said Smith 
would make a better chancellor 
of the exchequer as opposed to 25 
per cent for Major and three- 
quarters preferred Labour’s 


unrest. 

Leaders of the employers’ 
organisation, the Confederation 
of British Industry (CBT), said 
Wednesday workers would make 
pay claims in excess of inflation of 
cover price rises and poll tax bOls. 

“The figures aren't at afl posi- 
tive for the markets or the gov- 
ernment’s policies," said Peter 
Spencer, an economic at Shear- 
son Lehman Hutton. 

“Many wage bargainers are 
holding off settling until they see 
the full honor of April’s inflation 
figure,” he said. 


EC set to 


E. German ministers 


tighten control urge one-for-one 


on grain 
exports 


currency exchange 


PARIS (R) — The European 
j Community is about to override 
fierce opposition from traders 
and tighten control over bow 
much European grain is sold to 
major buyers such as the Soviet 
Union, commission sources said 
Wednesday. 

The aim is to save EC money 
on subsidies and to keep tighter 
rein on the much EC grain is sold 
to major buyers and when. 

The EC bas not yet made any 
estimates of how much it would 
save, but grain subsidies consti- 
tute a large part of what costs the 
community most money — farm 


“We can^certainly expect the 
proposal will be adopted over the 
next few days,” a commission 
official in Brussels told Reuters 
by telephone. 

Trade houses and some EC 
governments say that by pushing 
tfw« through the commission is 

meddling in private eneterprise 
and free trade. They worry the 
new rule wfll vastly increase the 
financial exposure of the firms 
that export EC grain. 

Under current rules, the EC 
sets a subsidy level on grain sales 
to major customers such as the 
Soviet Union and China. 


BONN (R) — Two ministers in 
East Germany’s new government 
said Friday East German marks 
must be exchanged one-for-one 
for West German currency when 
the two states launch monetary 
union. 

’The West German govern- 
ment must realise there is no 
understanding among East Ger- 
mans for any other exchange rate 
except one-for-one,” Finance 
Minister Walter Romberg said. 

He was speaking in an inter- 
view made available before pub- 
lication in Saturday’s edition of 
the West German ne wspap er Die 
Welt. 

He said he believed there 
would be currency, economic and 
social union between the two 
Germanys before the summer 
holidays which in East Germany 
begin in early July. 

Romberg, one of seven social 
democrats in Prime Minister 
Lothar de Mamere's coalition 
approved by parliament Thurs- 
day, called for extensive tax and 
budget r efor m. 

East German Interior Minister 
Peter-Michael Diestel said in 


changed at one-for-one, or else 
the Communist Party will get a 
tremendous boost,” he told the 
mass circulation B3d in com- 
ments for publication Saturday. 

Asked if the exchange rate 
should be fixed before municipal 
elections in East Germany May 6, 
Diestel said: “Ask Bonn and 
Frankfurt... if it was up to me, it 
could start immediately." 

East and West Germany win 
start talks in East Berlin next 
week on a treaty to make West 
Germany’s mighty Deutschmark 
the common currency of afl Ger- 
many. 


The e x porters want as much 
freedom as possible in their deals. 
But it is raily because of these 
subsidies — paid for ultimately by 
EC taxpayers — that the price of 
European grains is brought down 
to levels competitive on world 
markets. 

The commission plan will re- 
quire trade bouses to disclose 
how much grain they have con- 
tracted to export when they ask 
for EC subsidies. For grain ex- 
porters, this has until now been a 
jealously guarded trade secret. 

When a big wheat sate to Mos- 
cow came lari: January, tike 
i commission was persuaded to 
issue export subsidies far in ex- 
cess of the actual quantity of 
I grain being sold. Exportes asked 
I for about $25 million more in 
subsidies than needed to cover 
the 2.8 million tonnes they actual- 
ly sokL 


interview that anything less than 
a one-for-one currency exchange 
could boost support for the com- 
munists, removed from power in 
Hast Germany last year. 

“The money must be ex- 


West Germany’s central bank, 
the Bundesbank, says all East 
German funds should be sw app ed 
at a rate of two East German 
marks for one West German 
mark, apart from 2,000 marks of 
individiial savings exchanged at 
par. 

Last week thousands of East 
German workers d emo n st rated in 
favour of a one-for-one rate. 

Diestel, deputy prime minister 
and a member of die conservative 
faction in De Maiziere’s coali- 
tion, was less certain about the 
date for onion of the two Ger- 


manys. 

“Not before the end of 1991, 
beginning of 1992. First, I am in 
favour of united German deo- 


Tfessday, April 12, 1999 
Central Bimk offic ial rates 


U-S. dollar 
Pound Staling 
DenUcbcmsk 
Swat base 


8-7 ** French franc lftLS 119.5 

669.0 673.0 Japanese yen (for 100) 4Z3J 425.6 

1099.2 1105.8 Dntdi gnBder 354.6 356.7 

399.2 401.0 Swedish cram 109.8 HAS 

450.4 4521 ttaSm Bra (for 100) .54.3 519 

Belgian franc (for 10) 193.1 1943 
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horoscope 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY APRIL 14. 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. CarroS Ftigi&r Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
could have a pretty tone argument 
with today with someone of whom 
yon arc especially fowl unless you 
use seif control. A much more 
cooper a t i ve i nflu ence comes with a 
joint venture. 

ABIES: (March 21 to April 19) 

Think about how you can alleviate 
the sen si tive or hint feelings of a 
’ member, then be off to the 

other intKS awaiting your atten- 
tion. 


TAOKUS: ( April 20 to May 20) Be 
careful in any traveffing or «- 
paaisve conditio n in which you 

engage early in day bat later you 
find a partner being c x ce flcor re- 
sponse to your needs. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Keep your p ur s ue zipped during 
the morning but later you see a 
number of i nter e stin g ways by 
which you can increase your 
abundance, make headway. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Take no chances whatever 
your reputation or good nmne are 
concerne d as the day opens but 
later events occur to set you 
str aig ht in youf thinking. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Ignore a newcomer’s advice and 
(tig up information far winch you 
are searching for to assist in your 
business project that is in progress. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22} Hasty condorioua regarding 
some obCgatkws could put you 


behind the eight baU. so carefog* 
analyse, then you «*u owns » ok 

right conclusion. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Think about what you can do 
to replace tome dhBjgjiortJ Of an 
associate with some ideas of yww 
own (hat yon can us e to make 
relationship more effective. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem* 
ber 21) Think over haw you WMK 
to do usual activities before pfenn- 
ing into and doing them: you mi 
find it po twbl c to obtain tags 
standards of efficiency. 
SAGrnVJUCS: (November 22 » 
December 21) Some entertainment 
or recreation appeals to you but 
don’t say '‘yes" for another that is 
more in fine with what you want 
can later arise. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec ember 22 to 
January 20) Consider thr various 
issues faring you at your dweffing 
and don’t a a too swiftly in setting 
them as it will fake some time 10 do 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Considering upon the work 
at hand and not allowing yoursetf 
to be detracted by some ootside 
conditions makes it possible for 
achieving considerable results. 

PISCES: February 20 to March 20) 
Think about your various outlets 
for having a good time sad don't 
be in a rush to contact those who 
are not your most congenial play- 


THE Daily Crossword by Victor 


Jambor. Jr 


5 stare open- 
mouthed 
9 Clergyman 
14 Swan genus 
f A Norse king 

16 Guanaco kin 

17 NRA emblem 

19 Architectural 
style 

20 Divide 

21 College 
officials 

23 In due course 

24 Loser 10 DDE 
28 Was in front 
27 Annie Oakley 
30 Pong 

34 Wading bird 

37 An Anderson 

38 Anklebones 

39 GSA emblem 


narai 

HHU 

HMI 


441 444 




«2 Island feast 

43 A.M. word 

44 Make into law 

45 River to the 
Baltic 

46 Communique 
4S Fish In a way 

50 US org 

51 Old-timer 
54 Tax man 
59 Hama of 

Odysseus 

61 Certain meats 

62 USA emblem 

64 Jack of old 
films 

65 Type type: 
abbr. 

66 Twofold 

67 Take by force 
66 Cushy 

69 NFL team 


im TrjBun# Madia Smtn. tnc. 
ruftiguilliMimd 


DOWN 

1 Avocation 

2 "Kate and — ” 

3 Drive out 

4 Hold a( bay 

5 Pointed beard 

6 Math. sub|. 

7 Insect's feeler 

8 At any time 

9 Extant 


!0 Gem 

11 Outlaws 

12 Let out 

13 towa Indians 
18 Card game 
22 Derived from 

Oil 

25 Moon goddess 
27 BSA emblem 
shape 
2a Vessels 
29 Overswvm 

31 Molten rock 

32 Energy source: 
abbr. 

33 Soil 

34 Fr. town 

35 Dun sound 

36 Dies - 

40 Light 
givers 

41 Ambassador 
47 With great 

enthusiasm 
49 Resource 

51 Inexplicit 

52 Fame 


Yesterday's Panto Solved: 


nnnnra nnnn nncin 
nrannn nnnn nnnn 
nranrrci mnn nnnrc 
nnrcnranrini nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnmnn 
nnnaa nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nrarinn nrarinn 
nnnnnnnn nrrannn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnon 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnon 
nnnn nnnn annan 


53 Asiatic 
weights 

54 Acknowledge 
openly 

55 Brand 

56 Purpose 


57 Ott-Breadwoy 
award 

58 Pro — 

60 Pilgrimage to 
Mecca: war. 

63 — Cruces 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Morris 



‘I bought some subliminal weight- 
loss tapes, but I couldn’t hear 
them over my crunching." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tatter to each square, to farm 
fexr ordinary words. 


SOULE 


mm 


HEWIG 


TESSMY 


DA 


GIANAU 


SOME GUY'S ARE . 
WISE, AN£? SOME 
ARE THIS. 


^ arrange ttadretafltattMe jp 

flewed by the ebovs cartoon. 


Print answer fore: 


(fewwre tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I '* arn * 5 ** p OOUBT FRUIT JETSAM HAGGLE 

1 “wranter' te - <tan - 


” ■ ■ " \ r. ‘A?: l"l- ■J.' iu -Air*: 








2m tickets sold for Rome games 

ROME (AP) — More than two million tickets have been sold for 
t he World Cup soccer tournament, which begins on June 8, 
organise!* said Thursday. Adriano Botta, a spokesman for the 
Worid Cup, sad officials were “more than satisfied” with the 
figure, which he said represents 88 per cent of the total number of 
tickets available. Tickets have been sold for all except the final 
match, scheduled to take place in Rome on July 8. Seats for that 
game can be obtained June 2. Botta said that ticket allocation has 
been tightly controlled by a specially designed computer system to 
ensure that rival sets of fans will be segregated the 

stadiums. The system will be put to the test on June 16 when an 
estimated 10,000 English and 8,000 Dutch supporters — consi- 
dered Europe’s most volatile — will converge on the «««n ManH 
of Sar din ia for then teams’ group F dash. Only a few hundred 
tickets are still available for this game. Although the tou rnamen t 
begins on June 8, the distribution of the tickets win be delayed 
until May 28 to avoid fbigery and black marketeering, the officials 


Atalanta to appeal against ruling 

BERGAMO, Italy (R) — Italian soccer dub Atalanta will appeal 
against a decision to award Napoli a 2-0 win in a league m»teh 
after Napoli midfielder Alemao was struck by a coin. B rasilian 
international Alemao was hit 12 minutes before the end of 
Sunday’s goalless draw at Atalanta's home ground in Bergamo. 
Italian soccer authorities awarded Napoli a 2-0 win under a ruling 
covering teams seriously affected by hooliganism while Atalanta 
were fined 30 million lire ($24,000). “We shall lodge an appeal 
with die (league) disciplinary committee,” A talan ta chib presi- 
dent Cesare Boitolotti said. 

Soviet star to train S. Korean team 

MOSCOW (R) — Former top Soviet gymnast Nelli Kim is to 
train South Korea's team for the Asian Games in September, the 
official news agency TASS said Thursday. Kim signed a three- 
month contract from May 15. She will travel to Seoul with her 
four-year-old daughter, also called Nelli. The Soviet Union, dose 
ally of North Korea, does not have diplomatic relations with 
South Korea because of i he continuing enmity between the two 
parts of the peninsula. But trade, cnltnra], sports and social 
relations have been growing rapidly in the past few years. 

Haan to Join Nuremberg 

NUREMBERG, West Germany (AP) — Dutch soccer coach 
Arie Haim, fired three weeks ago by Stuttgart, has signed a 
two-year contract with another West German first-division chib, 
F.C. Nuremberg. Nuremberg’s coach, Hermann Gerland, was 
after criticising rinh president Aenl Sdwnrimr in 
a magazine interview. Haan, a former Dutch international, win 
trim over Nuremberg on July 1. Interim coach Dieter Lieberwiith 
will guide the dub through die end of die c ur rent season. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
•fin* Ti«»M«iaa Starts 1M*; “ 

MlrV .. 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Q.l— Neither vulnerable, u South g*7*» vulntreble. you 

♦““aQJIOO OQ652 *OS ™ 0 AJ874 +AQ54 

The bidding has proceeded: The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East So nth North East Sooth West 

Psss Pass 19? 1 * Pass 2 <> Pass 

What action do you take? 2 9 Pass 7 

A.— When the opponents have bid What do you bid now7 
yonr best suit, it Is almost always A. — The one action that is excluded 

right to pass. If you double, you are is a bid of three clubs! That would 
in deep water should partner re- create a game force and you are 
spend some number of spades. You nowhere near strong enough to in- 
don't have the values for a one no sist on game. The choice lies be- 
nump overcall, which shows the tween a preference to two spades or 
equivalent of a 1 NT opening bid. two no trump. With so much of our 

strength in the unbid suit, we prefer 
the latter. 

QJ— Neither vulnerable, as South _ _ . _ . 

you hold: Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 

*6 9AQJ106 0 0652 *K85 hold: 

The bidding has proceed: 9 A872 OVoM *A752 

West North East Sooth The bidding has proceeded: 

Pass Pass 1 9 Pass Eest Sof,lh West North 

1 * Pass Pass ? ,<7 1 * 2 * 2 * 

What action do you take? . • ... _ 

A.— From the auction, you know What do you bid now? 

partner has some strength and some A.— You are certainly gomg to 

length in spades. Rather than any 8®“®. but you should not overlook 

unilateral action, double for take- slara .J* 

oul By implication, this suggests open the bidding. Bid three dubs to 
you could not act initially because W * WI response that elicits from 
of a strong holding in opener's suit. partner. 

QJ-Both vulnerable, as South you Q-«“As South, vulnerable, you 
hold; hold: 

♦AK762 9 J 1062 04 *Q98 9A872 OVoid *A752 

Vour right-hand opponent opens The bidthug has 
the bidding with one diamond. Sooth Wat N 

What action do you take? J* J* J* 

A.— There are two schools of jj**® J * ^* ss 
thought here. Some players always i** 8 . , „ 

°«rcall one spade when they have a Whai acnon do you Jake, 
fiw-card suit. Others prefer a take- A.— You pa^er to equate 

«d double, because they don’t want his dub holding for game, and he 
» fee a possible 4-4 Sart fit. Our has told 

foa«re mboih camps, but since our !™t. This its not the : tune i for 

spatfe are so much stronger than dam W ste P s - ^ “onnous 
Srtews. we would vote for the 

ssctcali merits bold action. Bid six spaces. 


Qoema 


rainbow 


raiders 


Tel: 625155 
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MARRED TO THE MOB 


Baseball roundup 


By the Associated Press 

DOUG Dascenzo hit a two-run 
homer and scored the go-ahead 
run on a passed ball Thursday as 
file Chicago Cubs beat the Phi- 
ladelphia Phillies 6-3 for a doub- 
leheader split. Philadelphia won 
the first game 5-4 as Ricky Jordan 
drove in three runs. 

Dasceuzo's home ran off Pat 
Combs tied the score 3-3 in 
second inning of the second 
game. It was Dascenzo's second 
home run in 218 AT-bats. 

“My plan was to hit the first 
pitch because it might be the only 
good pitch I was going to get,” 
said Dascenzo, who batted 165 
last season. “But Tm going to 
take a swing at it and get some 
good lumber on it.” 

Chicago’s Ryne Sandberg play- 
ed his 92nd consecutive errorless 
game in the opener to set a major 
league record for second base- 
men over two seasons. Sandberg 
also was errorless in the second 
game. 

“I wasn’t even thinking about 
the record, only winning two 
games,” Sandberg said. “It’s a lot 
of hard work.” 

Jose Nunez got bis first Nation- 
al League victory in the second 
game, allowing ax hits in five 
innings Mitch W illiams pitched a 
perfect ninth for his second save. 

In New York, Barry Bowls 
drove in three runs and threw out 
a runner at the plate. Bonds, the 
subject of trade rumors through- 
out the winter, had a two-run 
single in the second inning and an 
RBI double in the seventh. 

Neal Heaton pitched out of 
trouble in four of his five innings. 
He allowed one unearned run 
and six hits before Doug Bair 
relieved to start the sixth. 

Sid Fernandez allowed five 
runs and four hits in six inning* 

In San Diego, Joe Carter’s 
two-run single, his first hit in 15 
AT-bats, broke an eighth- miring 
tie. 

The Padres loaded the bases 
with no onts on two walks by Don 
Aase and an error by shortstop 
Alfredo Griffin, and Carter and 
Benito Santiago hit two-run sing- 
les for an 8-4 lead. 

Gdym Scinrakfi went 1 2-3' 
timing s for the victory. Crag 
Lefferts, the sixth Padres pitcher, 
gave tip a two-oat, two-ran single 
to pinch hitter Mike Sharpenon 
in tiie ninth, but retired Jeff 
Hamilton on a fly ball with two 
runners on base to end the game. 

In Atlanta, Will dark drove in 
three runs with a pair of hits and 
finished the three-game series 7- 
for-12 with five RBIs. The Giants 
had 14 hits in their second root of 
Atlanta in three games. 

Mike Lacoss won his first start 
of the season, allowing five hits 
and one run in five innings, walk- 
ing four and striking out four. Jeff 
Brantley pitched 3 2-3 hitless 
inning g for bis first save. 

Brett Butler walked five times, 
tying the major league record 
held by many. It was done last by 
Atlanta’s Dale Murphy on May 
23, 1987, against Chicago. . 

It was just like (rid times at 
Yankee stadium Thursday. Dave 
Winfield and Don Mattingly were 
rapping the ball. 

Winfield and Mattingly did the 
early damage and pinch-hitter 
Luis Polonia singled home the 
go-abead run in the eighth miring 
Thursday as the Yankees beat the 
Cleveland Indians 6-4 in a twice- 
delayed season opener. 

“To get the first hit, to score 
the first ran, it felt good,” said 
Winfield, who missed the 1989 
season following back surgery. 
“Everything I do is kind of new. 
It's Uke Tm a rookie.” 


Niti 



r.LVkA'ii 

DAT 

r.\ It ill 

Zoll 


Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and manly other loca- 
ls. 

r more Information 
please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Waal Real Estate 


Winfield went l-for-29 in 
spring training, fueling specula- 
tion be might not be able to come 
back at age 38. But led off the 
second inning with a hard double 
down the left-field fine for his 
first official hit in 568 days. 

Mattingly, who signed a new 
$19 million, five-year contract 
lari: week, worried all winter ab- 
out another of bis notorious slow 
starts. He is a career 285 hitter in 
April, 47 points below his lifetime 
average, and hit just 221 with no 
borne runs and zero RBIs in last 
year’s first month. This time he 
had two hits and singled home a 
run. 

“I really spent a lot of time this 
spring trying to drink about a 
good start,” Mattingly said. ‘Tve 
set my mind to it.” 

A crowd of 50,114 saw the 
Yankees win their fifth straight 
opener. The Indians, who led 
American League teams with a 
10-5 record in spring training, lost 
their formal debut under mana- 
ger John McNamara. 

In Detroit — Lou Whitaker hit 
his 150th career homer, and Tony 
Phillips had four hits as Detroit 
snapped an 11-game losing streak 
against Boston. 

The victory kept the Tigers 
from matching their longest 
regular-season losing streak to 
one team. Detroit lost 12 straight 
to Minnesota from May 14-April 
12, 1989, and to Cleveland in 
1950 and 1951. 

The Red Sox, who opened with 
three straight wins for the first 
time since 1985, remained one 
win short of 7,000. 

Urbano Lugo, who took over 
for Frank Tanana in the fifth, got 
Iris first win for Detroit. Boston 
rookie Mike Rochford pitched 1 


2-3 innings, giving up six runs, 
four earned, cm five hits in his 
first major league decision. 

In Toronto, Kelly Gruber hit a 
three-run homer and Fred 
McGxiff bit his first home run in 
108 AT-bats. 

McGriffs second-inning homer 
off Jamie Moyer (0-1) tied the 
game 1-1. McGriff led the Amer- 
ican League with 36 home runs 
last season, but Us last homer 
was on Sept. 4 against the Chica- 
go White Sox at Comiskey Park. 

Manny Lee’s RBI single in the 
fourth gave Toronto a 2-1 lead' 
and the Blue Jays broke open the 
game with four runs in the 
seventh. 

. Pat Borders homered off 
Moyer and Gruber hit a three-run 
homer off Kenny Rogers, Gra-' 
bet’s third Ut of the game. 

Mike Flanagan (1-0) allowed 
five singles in five innings, struck 
out one and walked none. 

In Anaheim, California, Kirk 
McCasIrill pitched California to 
its third straight victory, and third 
baseman Gary Gaetti’s two errors 
led to three unearned runs. 

McCasIrill allowed three hits in 
six innings, walked five and 
struck out one. Minnesota loaded 
the bases in the seventh off Greg 
Minton on two-out singles by 
Greg Gagne and pinch-hitter Jim 
Dwyer and John Moses's walk. 

In Kansas City, Missouri, the 
final game of a three-game series 
between Kansas City and Balti- 
more was postponed by rain 
Thursday after ‘a one-hour, 39- 
mhrate waft. No makeup date 
was anno u nced. 

The rain wiped out the first 
starts for of the season for Storm 
Davis of tiie Royals and Pete 
Haxnisdi of the Orioles. 



CAR FOR SALE 

Rover, model 1982, full automatic, duty paid. 
Price JD 5,300. 

Please call tel. 873930. 
REQUIRED 


Hotel establishment in Jebei Amman has an opening for a 
Restaurant Manager/Maitre with several years experience 

reqSrecJ 19 ** mana9erial tevel - Good command of English 

Ptoaae apply in writing with detailed C.V. and photo to 
Director, P.O. Box 2206, Jatwf Amman, or telefax 
630572. 


ANGLICAN CHURCH 

EASTER SERVICES 

HOLY SATURDAY — 14/4/90 6:30 p.m. Easter Vigil & 

Renewal of Baptismal 
Vows. 

EASTER DAY — 15/4/90 6 am. Mount Nebo Service 

6:30 p.m. Easter Family 
Communion 

Tel: 628543 


WANTED FOR RENT 
FOR A DIPLOMATIC MISSION FAMILY 

Unfurnished villa, semi-villa, or a ground floor in one of the 
following areas: 4th-8th Circles, Abdoun, Swefieh, Um-Uthieneh, 
Um-Summaq or J and awed. 

House needed should have 5 bedrooms, includng master 
bedroom: with ail amenities. 

Owners only; please send details, floor plans, name and 
address to the following: Housing Office 

P.O. Box : 354 
Amman — Jordan 


ETTU 

admits 

Israel 

GOTHENBURG, Sweden (R) 
— Israel, excluded from the 
Asian table tennis union by their 
political opponents, were admit- 
ted to the European body instead 
Friday. 

The biennial meeting of the 
Europe an Table Tennis Union 
'(ETTU) voted unanimously to 
allow Israel to join after changing 
their constitution to permit a 
country without a land frontier 
with Europe to be affiliated. 

Officials in Gothenburg said 
the move would allow Israel to 
compete at the next European 
championships in Stuttgart, west 
Germany, in 1992. 

Israel, as members of the Inter- 
national Table Tennis Federation 
(i l l t), are eligible to compete at 
the world championships but 
their request for European affilia- 
tion had been turned down be- 
fore. 

They were kept out of the 1987 
and 1975 world championships in 
India when the Indian govern- 
ment, which has no diplomatic 
ties with Israel and supports the 
Palestinians refused to issue visas 
for their players. 

At last year’s world event in 
Dortmund, West Germany, India 
refused to play Israel and were 
relegated to 32nd place in the 
team rankings as a punishment. 

Pakistan, which also has no 
diplomatic links with Israel, 
faded to appear for their team 
match between the two sides but 
world championship officials 
accepted the Pakistan’s excuse 
that they had misread the starting 
time. 


# 

Waldegaard leads 
in Safari Rally 


NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Bjorn 
Waldegaard of Sweden took the 
lead as less than half the starters 
in the Marlboro Safari Rally en- 
tered the second stage of their 
grueling five-day race Friday. 

Mechanical failures and atro- 
cious road conditions knocked 
out 33 of the 58 cars that left 
Nairobi Thursday on a 1,147- 
Iriloroetre (712-mile) first sector 
loop in southeastern Kenya. 

Waldegaard, driving a Toyota 
Celica GT4, snatched the lead 
halfway in the first sector after 
the engine of the Subaru Legacy 
driven by Markku Alen of Fin- 
land blew. 

Departing Nairobi in the 
second sector, Waldegaard had 
lost 3 hours 24 minutes 58 
seconds. Close behind him was 
world and Safari Rally champion 
Massimo Biasion of Italy with 3 
hours 39 mninutes 51 seconds in 
penalty points. 

The Italian-made Lauda, also 
the world and Safari Rally cham- 
pion, was under pressure from 
the Japanese-made Subarn and 
Toyota. 

The four-wheel drive Toyota 
and Subaru are making their de- 
but in the Safari Rally, challeng- 
ing the Lancia, winner in 1988 
and 1989. 

But the three-car Lancia team 
remained in the top ten spots, 
fending off three Toyotas, four 
Subarus, a Nissan 200 SX and a 
Mitsubishi Galant. 

The 623.95-kilometre (386.8 
mile) second sector route takes 
the vehicles in a loop around the 
perpetually snow-covered Mount 
Kenya, Africa's second highest 
peak. 


The route passes through slip- 
pery bends in banana, coffee and 
tea plantations and forests in one 
of the EasfjAfrican nation’s most 
heavily populated region. 

The 38th version of the Safari 
Rally is divided into six sectors 
which in turn are split into S3 
sections. Drivers are required to 
cover the sector in predetermined 
time and are awarded penalty 
points for every minute they are 
late. The seconds were accumu- 
lated in a special speed race 
Wednesday in a Nairobi suburb. 

Survivors of the 4,000- 
Idlometre (2,480-mile) five-day 
race would have conquered 
shoulder-high grass, razor-sharp 
rocks, slippery hairspins, flooded 
rivers, and quagmires in volcanic 
ashes and what is locally known 
as black, cotton soil that soaks in 
no water. 

Drivers also face other 
hazards, including excited stone 
throwing tribal villagers, herds of 
cattle and goats and wild animals 
that often block the roads. 

The race began in 1953 as the 
coronation Safari in honour of 
Britain's Queen Elizabeth II. 
Kenya is a former British colony. 

In the early days, drivers raced 
family cars with spouses and 
friends as repair crews. However, 
in tire last twenty years or so the 
Safari Rally has attracted world- 
class drivers racing special 
factory-prepared vehicles and 
accompanied by mobile work- 
shops. 

The cars surviving the second 
sector are expected in Nairobi 
late Friday. Weathermen said 
they would be driving most of the 
day in heavy rains. 


Bayern Munich stretches lead 


BONN (R) — Bayern Munich 
moved a step closer to retaining 
their West German soccer tide 
with a confident 3-0 victory over 
Kaiserslautern Thursday. 

In a full league programme 
brought forward two days to 
allow for an Easter break, Bayern 
stretched their lead to four points 
with just five matches remaining. 


Bayern, who meet A.C. Milan 
in the second leg of their Euro- 
pean Cup se mifin al next week, 
have started to hit form just as 
tiie challenge of main rivals Bayer 
Leverkusen diminishes. 

After a goalless draw with 
„VFB. Stuttgart last Saturday, 
Leverkusen dropped another vit- 
al point in a 1-1 home draw with 


Bayer Uerdingen. 

With West German internal 
midfielder- Olaf Thon in superb 
form again after recently return- 
ing from almost six months abs- 
ence through injury, Bayern nev- 
er looked in danger of losing after 
Ludwig Koegl put them ahead in 
the fifth minute. 
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Assam militants bomb Indian trains; 1 5 killed 


India, Pakistan play down 
reported Kashmir border clash 


JORDAN TIMES. SATURDAY, 


NEW DELHI (R) — India does not want a war with 
Pakistan over disputed Kashmir because a war 
would endanger the democratic government of 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, a top Indian official 
said Friday. 


“Nobody wants & war.” said 
the official, who asked not to be 
identified. 

“But if they do try something, 
they'll get hammered. Boy, 
would they get hammered. And 
this has been conveyed to the 
other side,” the official said in an 
interview. 

The two countries have down- 
played border skirmishes in 
Kashm ir where bitter words over 
an anti-Indian uprising have 
stoked feats of war. 

Predominantly Hindu India 
and Muslim Pakistan have fought 
three wars, two of them over 
Kashmir, since they became inde- 
pendent in 1947. Pakistan now 
controls one-third of the state. 

Indian Prime Minister Vish- 
wanath Pratap Singh told Pakis- 
tan this week it could not wrest 
Jammu and Kashmir, India’s only 
Muslim-majority state, away 
without a war and India would 
make it pay a heavy price if it 
tried. 

The United News of India said 
five Pakistani soldiers and one 
Indian were killed in border skir- 
mishes Thursday. The Indian De- 
fence Ministry said it could not 
confirm the report. 

“It may have happened, but I 
have no confirmation here,” a 
ministry spokesman said. “In any 
case, such incidents often take 
place and a new one would be 
nothing unusual.” 

In Islamabad, a military source 
said one Indian soldier had been 
hit in a skirmish, but the source, 
too, said this was nothing out of 
the ordinary in a Kashmir sector 
were exchanges of fire occur 
almost daily. 


An uprising that started in 
Indian-held Kashmir in mid- 
January provoked accusations 
from Delhi that the militants 
leading it were being armed and 
trained by Pakistan. 

Islamabad denies the charge. It 
occasionally counters with 
accusations that India is behind 
the sporadic unrest in Karcfai, 
Pakistan's biggest city. 

The Indian official, an influen- 
tial member of Singh's minority 
government, said that was not 
true. 

“They've been causing trouble 
for us in Punjab ami Kashmir," 
be said. 

“We have an even far great 
capability to casne them trouble 
inside Pakistan. But we haven't, 
and we won't, because we don’t 
want to do anything that would 
undermine Bhutto’s democracy 
in Pakistan,” he said. 

Bhntto came to power in 
November, 1988, in elections fol- 
lowing the death of President 
Mohammad 23a U1 Haq in a 
mysterious plane crash. India, 
proud of its own democracy, had 
never trusted a man it regarded as 
a military dictator. 

Ties between South Asia's two 
greatest antagonists began to im- 
prove after the return of demo- 
cracy to Pakistan and Bhutto’s 
election, but inoreasiig warmth 
turned to ice with the start of the 
insurrection in the Kashmir Val- 
ley. 

United Nations’ observers 
monitor a 1,400-kflometrc cease- 
fire line that divides die Hima- 
layan territory of Kashmir, 
wedged between China, India 
and Pakistan. 


Prolonged crisis looms in 
Soviet Union — CIA chief 


WASHINGTON (AP) — OA 
Director William H. Webster 
foresees a “deep and prolonged’" 
crisis in which a deteriorating 
economy and ethnic unrest will 
accompany Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s reforms. 

U.S. specialists on die Soviet 
Union generally agreed with die 
assessment offered by Webster in 
a speech in Boston Thursday, 
although some said better tunes 
may be ahead for the Soviet 
economy. 

Webster, addressing the World 
Affairs Council of Boston, said, 
“the crisis we now see in die 
USSR will likely be deep and 
prolonged.” 

“Gorbachev's reforms have 
undermined the Stalinist system 
that he inherited and have put the 
Soviet Union on the road to a 
new political system, but the new 
system that he is trying to create 
is not yet ready to take the place 
of the old one that he has dis- 
carded,” the CIA chief said. 

“Economic conditions have de- 
teriorated. Crime is increasing. 
Ethnic turmoil is escalating. And 
now Moscow faces perhaps its 
greatest challenge — attempts by 
individual states to secede from 
the union.” 

“Gorbachev has some very un- 
happy consumers on his hands,” 
Webster said. 


Eric Green, Soviet analyst with 
the American committee on U.S. 
Soviet relations, agreed, saying, 
“they perceive that the situation 
is getting worse in terms of food 
and it is exacerbated by the fact 
their wages are increasing with- 
out any increase in goods to boy. 
There are some indications that 
this could lead to widespread 
unrest.” 

Vladimir Petrov, professor 
emeritus of international affairs 
at Georgetown University, ack- 
nowledged concern about Gor- 
bachev’s future. 

“For a while he could get away 
with it because everybody real- 
ised die economy was in such a 
mess that no one could be held 
responsible,” Petrov said. “But 
now that he has achieved the 
ultimate power, he is the man to 
point at.” 

But “to challenge him you 
would need somebody and some- 
thing which today in my view 
simply is not available,'’ Petrov 
said. 

Stephen F. Cohen, professor of 
politics and director of Russian 
studies at Princeton University, 
said Webster’s dark assessment 
was “just one side of the story.” 

It's the downside of the story. I 
think there's an upside of the 
story, too,” he said. 



China executes 14 for crimes 

PEKING (R) — Nine Chinese in the southern city of Canton 
were executed for gun-running, robbery and murder and four 
men m Shanghai were sentenced to death for corruption, 
according to official reports reaching Peking Friday. Guagugdoag 
provisional radio said the nine were executed after a rally in 
Canton Thursday at which 25 people were sentenced to die. 
Shanghai’s Wenfani newspaper said four men were sentenced to 
death Wednesday for economic crimes, two days after five men 
were executed in the dty for robbing and killing tan drivers. 

Cracks shut down Soviet reactor 

MOSCOW (R) — A nuclear reactor in a Soviet power station was 
shut down on April 1 after a hydrogen leak, but there was no 
radioactive contamination, a Soviet newspaper reported Friday. 
Cracks were discovered in a water cooling system in the {riant at 
Nikolayev in die southern Ukraine near the Black Sea, said die 
daily Rabochaya Tribnna. It said the reactor was restarted on 
April 8 only to be dosed again the next day. The paper, the daily 
of the Communist Party Central Committee, said investigators 
decided there was no contamination of the power station or a 
workers’ village. 

Namibia applies for U«N. membership 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Namibia, which became indepen- 
dent from South Africa on March 21, has applied to join the 
Unuted Nations as its 160ih member, and U.N. officials said 
Wednesday that acceptance is certain. Sam Nujoma, president of 
die Republic of Namibia, said in a letter to Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar that the world’s newest nation was 
submitting an application for membership. It is expected to be 
admitted on April 23 when the General Assembly convenes for a 
six-day session on economic development. 


Bhutto has only a narrow par- 
liamentary majority and faces a 
strong opposition on the right 
determined to bring her down. 

“She has to make certain 
noises and sound more fun- 
damentalist than the fun- 
damentalists,” die Indian official 
said. “We understand that We 
have to make certain noises, 
too.” 

“In 1965 and 1971 they wanted 
war,” he said, referring to the 
two previous wars over Kashmir. 

“I don’t think they really want 
war this time. But it ail depends 
on whether the (Pakistani) gener- 
als are trying to get rid of Bhut- 
to.” 

Meanwhile, six people, includ- 
ing a woman, were killed after a 
crowd of Muslims incensed by a 
fire in a mosque dashed with 
Hindus in the riot-torn western 
Indian dty of Baroda, police said 
Friday. 

Police patrolled the streets and 
extended an existing c u rf ew to 
other parts of Baroda after the six 
were stabbed to death on Thurs- 
day night, bringing to 18 the 
number killed in sectarian riots in 
the dty since April 6. 

The latest incident erupted af- 
ter rags were set ablaze in a 
mosque. Angry Muslims, sus- 
pecting it was started by Hindus, 
took to the streets and the dashes 
began. 

Police said there were several 
reports of arson and stone- 
throwing Friday afternoon in the 
city of two million, 100 
kilometres south of the ancient 
walled city of Ahmedabad, where 
over 40 people have died in reli- 
gious riots this mouth. 

Chinan bhai Patel, chief minis- 
ter of Gujarat state, rushed to 
Baroda from a meeting in New 
Delhi and told reporters Friday 
he would curb the riots “with a 
heavy hand.” 

The recent violence in the state 


Poll: Bush 
is popular 
among 
blacks 

NEW YORK (AP) — President 
George Bush is popular among 
U.S. blacks, according to a pod 
released Thursday. 

Bush got an approval rating of 
56 per cent among Macks, far 
exceeding the 13 per cent that Ws 
predecessor, Ronald Reagan, got 
after about the same amount of 
time. 

The poU was sponsored by the 
CBS television network and the 
New York Times newspaper. 

In May 1982, in the middle of 
his first term, Reagan had a 73 
per cent di s ap proval rate among 
blacks, while the current poll 
indicates that just 26 per cent of 
Macks disapprove of Bush, said 
Kathy Franklovich of the TV 
network’s polling division. 

CBS-Times polls conducted 
during Reagan’s entire time in 
office found that be had an aver- 
age 67 per cent disapproval rate 
among blacks, Franklovich said. 

For the last 30 years, five out of 
six Macks have voted for the 
Democratic presidential candi- 
date, no matter who the nominee 
was. But CBS said Thursday’s 
poQ indicated that 9 per cent of 
Macks would vote for Bush if an 
election were held today, while 
an additional 20 per cent said 
they would wait to see who the 
Democratic nominee was before 
deciding. 

The poll of 4Q3 blacks was 
conducted between March 30 and 
April 2 and had a margin of 
sampling error of plus or minus 5 
percentage points. 

Bush was also far more popular 
among blacks than other recent 
Republican presidents, CBS said. 

Bosh in excdknt shape 

Meanwhile Bush underwent a 
medical exam Thursday and was 
pronounced in excellent shape by 
the White House doctor. 

“President Bush is in truly ex- 
cellent health,” White House 
physician Burton Lee said in a 
written statement. “He continues 
to keep extremely fit through 
vigorous physical activities.” 

Dr Lee said the 65-year-old 
Bush has “early glaucoma” in his 
left eye and will receive eye drops 
two times daily to control the 
condition, which can cause blind- 
ness if untreated. Lee said the 
test showed the disease had not 
affected Bush’s vision. 

Glaucoma is characterised by 
increased pressure within the eye. 
It can generally be arrested if 
detected early. 

Lee also raid a chest X-ray, 
electrocardiogram, urinalysis, 
blood and stress tests were all 
normal. X-rays of the hips and 
uedc showed mild arthritis, but 
Bush has had that for some time. 


began on April 3 and stems from 
political uncertainties after the 
Hindu revivalist Bharatiya Janata 


arfs state assembly elections, 
political analysts in Gujarat said. 

In a separate development, 
Bodo tribal militants derailed two 
Passenger trains with bombs in 
the northeast Indian state of 
Assam and killed at Least 15 
people, the United News of India 
reported Friday. 

It said more than 50 people 
were injured when two time 
bombs blew up railway tracks in 
Assam’s Kokrajhar district 
Thursday night 

The Press Trust of India put 
the toll at 13 but quoted official 
sources as saying it could go 


At least 22 people were kilted 
Thursday by Bodo bombs. Ear- 
lier, a bomb which police said was 

detonated by remote control Mew 

□p a truck, killing seven people 
and injuring 10. 

Assam is one of the most im- 
portant tea-growing areas of In- 
dia, the world’s biggest tea pro- 
ducer and exporter. 

The state’s band links to the rest 
of India were cut after suspected 
Bodo guerrillas Mew up a bridge 
cm the main highway and railway 
authorities suspended all traffic 
into and out of Assam, the agen- 
cies added. 

The bombings marked a new 
peak in the long-ranmng Bodo 
fight for their own state within 
India. 

In Calcutta, tea industry 
sources said a spate of killings 
and kidn a p p ings by awiriMr miH - 
tant group had created panic 
among Assam growers. 

On Monday suspected mem- 
bers of the secessioiisit United 
Liberation Front of Assam 
(ULFA) am bu sh ed and killed 
Sureadra Paul, chairman of a 
large tea comp an y. 


Kremlin 
admits 
responsibility 
for Katyn 
massacre 

MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union admitted officially Friday 
that its secret police were re- 
sponsible for the 1940 massacre 
of thousands of Polish officers at 
Katyn. 

TASS news agency said the 
Soviet government expressed its 
deepest regrets over the incident 
and that it was one of die wont 
Stalinist crimes. 

It was the first time Moscow 
had officially admitted responsi- 
bility for the tailing. For mine 
than 45 years the Kremlin bad 
maintained it was the work of 
German Nazis. 

TASS said recently discovered 
documents had shown that just 
under 15,000 Polish officers were 
handed over to the NKVD, pre- 
decessor of the KGB security 
police, in April and May of 1940. 
There was no further record of 
them. 

The new material showed that 
the NKVD was directly responsi- 
ble for “the evil deed in the 
Katyn Wood,” TASS said. 

The documents had been hand- 
ed over to Polish authorities. 


U.S. expert predicts arms pact 


WASHINGTON (AF) — U.S.' jtutting long-range nuclear 
and Soviet negotiators should be Weapons to allow it to be initial- 


able to iron out major differences 
in a strategic aims treaty before a 
May summit, and to sign the pact 
late this year or catty next, a 
senior U.S. negotiator said 
Thursday. 

That appraisal by negotiator 
Ronald Iehmnn was more opti- 
mistic than comments from other 
U.S. officials last week after a 
meeting between Secretary of 
State James A. Baker and Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze. 

“I think it is highly likely we 
will get all the major issues re- 
solved by the summit,” said Leh- 
man, director of the U.S. Arms 
Control and Disarmament Agen- 
cy. 

Lebanon, who oversees all 
U.S.-Soviet arms talks, made his 
comments in an interview with 
the Associated Press. 

In Moscow, Soviet President 
Mikhail S. Goibacbev also ex- 
pressed optimum about his plan- 
ned five-day meetig with U.S. 
President George Bash in 
Washington from May 30-Jnne 4. 

Gorbachev said he was deter- 
mined to sign the framework for a 
strategic arms deal at the summit, 
U.S. Senate majority leader 
George Mitchell told reporters 
after he rod six other senators 
met with Gorbachev at Ms Krem- 
lin office. 

Mitchell said Gorbachev 
“stressed his determination” to 
make enough p rogre s s on a treaty 


ted at the summit. 

U.S. officials were pessimistic 
after the latest Baker- 
Shevardnadze meeting. At that 
session, Soviet negotiators made 
proposals that U.S. officials said 
rolled batik provisions that the 
two men had agreed during a 
February meeting in Moscow. 

Specifically, the Soviets sought 
to revise the rules under winch 

the number of air-launched cruise 

missiles are counted, trying to 
include such missiles carried by 
tactical fighters as weU as heavy 
bombers, according to U.S. offi- 
cials. 

The United Stales wants the 
rules to cover only heavy bombes 
and to count only those air- 
launched cruise missiles with 
ranges beyond 965 kilometres. 
The Soviets want to count all such 
missiles with ranges of more than 
579 kilometres. 

The Soviets also revived a de- 
mand they had dropped last fall 
that the proposed strategic arms 
reduction treaty (START) re- 
quire the two rides to declare 
Hunts on the number of sea- 
launched cruise missiles they 
would deploy. 

Bosh administration officials 
hare said they are willing to issue 
a separate declaration specifying 
the maximum number of sea- 
launched missiles they plan to 
deploy, bat don’t want that state- 
ment required by the strategic 
arms treaty. 


The Americans also do not 
want the sea-launched missiles 
covered by START provisions 
that limit each side to 6,000 war- 
heads and 1,600 delivery vehicles- 
U.S. officials have said they 

were sot sure whether the Soviets 
had changed positions as a tactic 
to increase pressure seven weeks 
before the summit, or because 
they were preoccupied with 
domestic turmoil. 

Tj^iman said he thought dis- 
agreement over cruise missiles 
could be ironed out before Gor- 
bachev’s scheduled arrival in 


“Brit I cannot guarantee that,” 
Irii^ an sad. “If so, I think we 
should be able to conclude a 
START treaty by the end of the 
year or early next year." 

izhinan declined to discuss a 
reported U.S. proposal to limit 
the number of multiple- warhead 
mobile missiles on each side. He 
referred reporters to Baker’s 
comment last week that “there 
are some thing s we just don’t 
comment on, rod particularly if 
there’s some chance that they are 
under consideration as part of our 


One UJS. official, who spoke 
on coiKfition that he not be furth- 
er identified, predicted that the 
issue would not ’‘hang up 
START” 

Despite disagreements over 
cruise missfies, the two rides have 
readied agreement on most of 
the proposed SOO-oage treaty, 
U.S. officials have said. 


Radical Moscow city deputies 
prepare big reform package 


MOSCOW (R) — New radical 
members of the Moscow City 
Council plan a series of dramatic 
re for m s aimed at undoing more 
than 70 years of Communist rule 
blamed for the Soviet capital's 
crumbling inf r astr uc tu re. 

Proposed measures include 
moving overcrowded families 
into thousands of flats kept empty 
by the city, repairing deteriorat- 
ing roads and buildings, and pro- 
viding unprecedented benefits to 
Western firms doing business in 
the capiiaL 

The refor mers, who also came 
to power in Leningrad and sever- 
al other urban centres after elec- 
tions last month, control 60 per 
cent of the seats in the capital's 
new city council, which bolds its 
first session Monday. 

They arc also expected to propel 
radical economist Gavriil Ptopov 
into the mayor’s office. He would 
be the first from outride the 
Commun ist Party a ppa ra t u s to 
take the key post. 

“Each deputy group within the 
dty council has its own position,” 
a reformist deputy told the gov- 
ernment daily Isvestia. “Howev- 
er, they all have the same goal — 
quickly uplift Moscow from its 
serious coacfitions.” 


£a this capital of nine million, 
considered for decades the cen- 
terpiece of socialism, many ex- 
tended families are forced to live 
together in small flats, can must 


dodge huge potholes and build- nets would generate foreign cur- 


ings lie In disrepair. 

Andrei Stroyev, president of 
dm state-owned construction firm 
responsible for the city’s infras- 
tructure, said the weak Soviet 
economy has made it virtually 
impossible to curb decay. 

“There aren’t enough funds to 
repair the roads. We cant afford 
to... fix the bondings because of 
fixed prices,” he said in an inter- 
view, re ferri ng to the centrally 
planned eco n omy . 

“Salaries and equipment cost 
four or five times what they did 
when the prices were set 10 years 
ago.” 

The radical city council de- 
puties, members of a group called 
Democratic Russia, have sug- 
gested an economic reform pack- 
age, including incentives for 
Western firms to do business in 
Moscow. 

Foreign firms would find it 
easier to lease office space — now 
in short supply — and receive 
services, such as day care for 


E. Germany ready for unity talks 


EAST BERLIN (AP) — Newly 
named Prime Minister Lothar De 
Maiziere says be is ready to begin 
the process of uniting economi- 
cally troubled East Germany with 
powerful West Germany. 

“I am very satisfied all the 
excit em ent of the last days and 
weeks is over and we can get 
down to work,” he told West 
German television Thursday. 

One of Efe Mairiere’s first acts 
was to ease travel roles between 
the two Genuanys during (he 
four-day Easter holiday that 
starts Friday. 

Parliament chose De Maiziere 
as prime minister Thursday and 
embraced the Christian Demo- 
cratic leader’s sweepi n g plan for 


rapidly uniting West Germany. 

The nation's first freely elected 
legislature also apologised for 
Nazi atrocities and promised to 
make reparations to brad and 
seek diplomatic ties. 

By approving De Maxriere’s 
broad coalition cabinet, parlia- 
ment set op a transitional govern- 
ment whose main task will be to 
negotiate the terms of creating a 
single Germany. 

Before parliament met, the 
coalition members agreed that a 
united Germany should remain 
part of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Org a nis a tion and that East Ger- 
many should merge its currency 
with West Germany's by July 1. 


De Maiziere indicated he 
would defend the interests of his 
countrymen who fear that rati- 
fication cookl leave them second- 
class citizens once the Germany* 
unite. 

“I want ns to go into unifica- 
tion as upright and self-confident 
people,” De Maiziere said. 
Asked how he felt about nego- 
tiating with powerful Bonn, De 
Maiziere told West Germany 
television, “I know the story of 
David and Goliath.” 

He also said reunification may 
not come next year, as West 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
has projected. “It can be realistic, 
but it doesn’t have to be realis- 
tic,” be said of Kohl’s prediction. 


Chinese police clamp down on Peking students 


PEKING (Agencies) — Chinese 
security forces have stepped up 
surveillance and arrests of sus- 
pected members of a nascent 
underground democracy move- 
ment ahead of key dates heavy 
with symbolism for student radic- 
als. 

Sunday is the first an ni versary 
of the death of reformist fanner 
Communist Party leader Hn 


student-led democracy move- 
ment — Moodily crushed two 
months later by the People’s li- 
beration Army. 

Student and other sources say a 
small army of undercover agents 
has infiltrated university cam- 
puses posing as workers, 
academics and market vendors. 
Police strength in the capital has 
has also been rei nf orced. 

Since late March, an unknown 
number of students and teachers 
believed to have been involved m 
the undeigromid movement have 
hero arrested in at least six uni- 
versities, said the sources, includ- 
ing an official who asked not to 
be identified. 

They said authorities were do- 
tennined to combat calls for pro- 
demoeracy protests to mark a 
senes of sensitive dates in ww iw g 
weds starting with the marking 
of Hu's death. 


May 4, the an n i ve rs ar y of a 
1915 student protest movement 
winch added impetus to Last 
year’s de m onst ra tions, rod May 
13, the start erf the student hinder 
strike winch captured the im- 
agination of China, may also be 
tense, the sources said. 

Last week, the first issue of an 
underground newspaper called 
Steel C ur ren ts was distributed in 
Peking Umveisity — a hotbed of 
unrest during last year’s protests 
finally supp ressed by the army in 
Tiananmen Square in June. 

“Now is the time to lay the 
foundations of a new, stronger 
democracy movement Our first 
step is to create an opposition 
force that can unite or disperse on 
command,” the one-page 
nrimeograpbed broadsheet stated 

It was similar in commit to an 
appeal, faxed from abroad, that 
raged Peking people to mourn 
those killed m June by faking a 
“fag walk” to Tiananmen Square 
during last week’s traditional 


official who is briefed on senior 

leadership meetings. 

“The central committee fears 
these internally mailed letters are 
one of several signs that leaders 
of the Chinese Democracy Move- 
ment in exile have finally lmt«l 
up with their cou n terpa rts within 
the country,” be added. 

“This is their first jointly 
orchestr a ted protest,” he said. 

The government responded by 
redeploying troops and police 
throughout the capital, seating off 


“The gove rnm ent is trying to 
crush the movement by br eaking 
the spirit of Peking University,'' 
said one student activist.. 


gnerrilla propaganda tactics in 
response to the snrveSlance and 
arrests at gunpoint. 

Pains to march to Tiananmen 
Square, the focus of last year’s 
movement in die heart of Peking 
were abandoned. 

Instead of hoUfmg large scale 
Demonstrations, we realise now 



employees' children, and office 
repairs, accor din g to ■Coemter- 
sant, a well-connected business 
weekly. 

The increase in Western boa- 


rency the dty could use to buy 
desperately needed consumer 
goods from the West, Commer- 
sant reported. 

If the newly elected radicals 
succeed in pushing through their 
proposals, Moscow could become 
a testing ground fix other dries, 
such as Leningrad, which are also 
in shambles. 

But the deputies could also be 
embarking on a collision comae 
with the Kremlin. 

One dty council member said a 
blast at reformers from the Com- 
munist Parly’s policy-making 
Central Com mi ttee last week 
could force the expulsion of die 
radicals from the party. 

“The -current purge will force 
most of the Democratic Russia 
deputies in the dty council to 
leave the party and exacerbate 
confront a tion with the officials of 
the dty council and those who 
represent the interest of the party 
apparatus in Moscow,” be told 
foe independent news service 
FostEactum. 


the square, and warning Peking that we must stage spot protests 
residents that going near it would and immediate retreat under- 


Acoonfing to an internal party 
repent, officials in die capital 
received thousands of unsigned 
letters, mailed within Peking, 
calling fra a silent march to 
Tiananmen on April 5, said the 


be dangerous. 

Armed with automatic rifles, 
police patrolled the university 
district in mofercydes with side- 
cars. 

But since last month, anti- 
government posters and leaflets 
have frequently appeared at lead- 
ing universities. 

A Qtng Ming efegy signed by 
“the Dauntless Spirit of Peking 
Un i v e r sity” called for a nation- 
wide memorial for the young 
people killed last June, and the 
condemnation of leadens who 
ordered the shootings. 

Party leaders ordered a search, 
c on cen t ra te d on Peking Universi- 
ty, for tiw organisers- erf these 
cl ande stine activities. 


ground,” raid one student. 

Pop singer Hou Dejian, who 
teid to negotiate a peaceful with- 
drawal of students from Tianan- 
men Square befor e the army 
turned on them, endorsed the 
decision to abandon a march. 

"The students were right not to 
return to the square in the face of 


u*c guvemmenrs munary cnarc- 
femeat of Tiananmen,” said Hou, 
now C hina 's only public dissi- 
dent. 

“We must apply enough press- 
ure on the. government to show 
we will not forget foe massacre or 
our fight for democracy.” 

“Bnt,” be added, “we must not 
lose any more of om youth to the 
party’s bullets ami prisons.” 


August Wilson 
wins Pulitzer Prize 

new YORK (R) — Amelia’s 

premier Hack playwright* August 
Wilson, has won bis second Pulit- 
zer Prize for drama for bis ptay 
“the Piano Lesson.” The Futitosr 
Prize for foreign reporting went 
to the New York T imes for _ its 
coverage of China's suppression 
of pro-democracy protests m Pek- 
ing last June. Veteran Asian free- 
lance reporter Stanley Karnow 
won the Pulitzer Prize in history 
for his gripping account erf Amer- 
ica's role in the Philippines — “hi 
Our Image: America's Empire hr 
the Philippines.” The Pufioar 
Prizes are America’s premier 
awards in journalism and the arts. 
The top public service award for 
journalism was by two 

newspapers, the Ftn l a dei ptaa In- 
quirer and the Washington Daily 
News of Washington, North 
ryyq infl The Inquirer won for 
reporting by Gilbert Gaul that 
disclosed bow the American in- 
dustry of buying and selling Wood 
operated with tittle government 
regulation or supervision. The 
Washington Daily News won for 
its series on bow its city’s water 
supply was contaminated by car- 
cinogens, a problem that the local 
gov er nm ent had neither dis cl osed 
nor corrected over a period of 
eight years. The general news 
rep orti n g award went to the San 
Jose Mercury News of San Jose, 
California, for its detailed cover- 
age of the Oct. 37, 1989 San 
Francisco Bay area earthquake. 

'Extraordinary 
amounts’ 
of money found 

VEGA BAJA, Puerto Rko (AP) 
— Residents of tins coastal town 
have been spending wikfly after 
frnrtrng “extraordinary amoun t s 
of money” that drag dealers may 
have buried in steel drams, offi- 
cials said. U.S. Attorney Darnel 
Lopez Room said in a telephone 
in t e r vie w from San Juan that the 
FBI began interviewing readmits 
twfr Weeks ago, after word spread 
that several people went on a 
spending binge following the dis- 
covery of the steel drams. “We 
know one drum had Sl-5 million 
and there were several drums. So 
you can speculate that we’re talk- 
ing about extraordinary amounts 
of money,” Lopez said. People 
stopped in the street here told a 
repeater little, giving differing 
versions of where the steel dram s 
were buried. Some said it was in a 
farmer’s field,' others the beach. 
Lopez said location of the buried 
treasure couldn’t be disclosed be- 
cause “there would be a gold rush 
to the site.’’ He said it’s not 
known where the money came 
from, but it’s believed the drams 
packed with cash belonged to 
drag traffickers. “That’s one of 
the strongest possibilities, but I 
can’t say with certainty,” he said. 
“It’s probable that somebody 
knew where it was buried and 
they blew the whistle.” He said 
officials became raspicioos be- 
cause residents were spending 


an d 300,0 00 dollars, great sums,” 
m luxury items. Newspaper said 
local sales of houses, boras, can 
and VCRs were brisk until a car 
mechanic paid $170,000 in cash 
for a house and a sports car and 
deposited £50,000 in a hank 
Bank officials got suspicions 
called the authorities, according 
to the reports. Vega Baja is a 
coastal area of 30,000 people ab- 
out 55 kilometres west of San 
Juan, the capital. 

Woman gives birth 
on board airliner 

PRAGUE (AP) — a West Ger- 
man woman gave birth to a baby 
on board a Czechoslovak rarfiner, 
with assistance from a Malayan 
doctor on the flight, the Czecbot- 
jwak . News Agency CTK said, 
ine birth occurred during a flight 
to Frankfurt from Jakarta, la- 


the mother as Dona Purwan£, 35 r 
and said her newborn daughter 
was in good condition. A doctor, 
travelling with the Malaysian soo- 
cer team to Bratislava, was cafled 
9^° to assist drains delivery, 
baby girl was the 
fllai to be borii aboard a fWwt. 
lawk airliner, CTK said. 

Children find boner ' 

of mammoth 


ROUffi (R) — Children 1 
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